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The PRESIDENT took {he Chair at

3 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS—UNENOWN WESTERN AUS-
TRALIAN SOLDIER.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, ordered:
That there be laid on the Table of the House
sll papers relaling to the proposed transfer
of the remains of a Western Australian
“upknown soldier” from their resting plae:
in France to Perth.

BILL—WIRE AND WIRE NETTING.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL--STATE INSURANCE.
Third Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. LOVEEKIN (Metropolitan)
[3.8]: I am sorry I was not in the House
when the Bill was passing throngh its pre-
vious stages. I do not think, however, io view
of the attitude I have taken up all along,
that I should allow the third reading to be
carried without offering a few remarks. Last
year we passed a Bill which made insuranee
compulsory. In passing it, as matters have
ginee turned out, we ordered that which has
proved to be impossible.  The insurance
eompanies we find have refused to insure
the suffering miners. As Dr. Saw has said,
the corollary to our aetion is that there must
be found some means of insurance. The
Government, notwithstanding an Aect of
Parliameat which has been in existence for
several years, have seen fit to say that they
will undertake the duty and responsibility
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of insuring these men. 1 do not think any-
one can blame them, We may aceept it as
an axiom that the miners who are suffering
from these particular complaints must be
cared for. 1 take the view, however, that
it is not the duty of the Government to
launeh a State enterprise in the form of
another insurance otfice. It is the duty of
the State itself to undertake the responpsi-
bility of looking after these men. It is the
duty of every country to provide for its sick,
and the miners who are suffering from these
complaints must be regarded as belonging to
that eategory. It is, therefore, the duty and
reaponsibility of every taxpayer to look
after them, We must not forget that every-
one of us, especially in the cities, has profited
by the work of those who in the past have
been engaged in the mining industry. The
population of the State has increased, and
its wealth has increased, ard we have all
benefited. Seeing that these men have fallen
by the way while engaged in employmen:
which has enriched us, it i3 our duty to look
after them. Rather than adopt the course
which the Govermment have taken of start-
ing another insurance office, I suggest they
should drop that part of the Bill, and ac-
cept the full responsibility of the miners
from the general revenve. I am absolutely
opposed to the Government launching ont in
any new industry. It is not their duty to
trade or to conduct business. Tt is their
funetion to govern and see that the people
do their duty properly in the commuonity.
With these few remarks I, with other mem-
bers, am going to allow the Bill to be read
a third time,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [3.11]: I de-
sire to emphasise the remarks I made on
the second reading of the Bill, and to
reiterate the warning I gave when the
Workers’ Compensation Act was before
this House in Bill form. Any attempt to
make adequate provision, even on the bars
ground of justice, for the vietims of our
mining industry, will not be accomplished
by any system of workers’ compensation as
we know it. It is going to fall far short
of that meed of justice to which these
vietims in the past and those in the futore
are entitled. No doubt the best of inten-
tions were behind the Workers’ Compensa-
fion Aet of 1924, and are also behind the
Bill that is now before us. There is no
gainsaying the fact that the refusal of the
eompanies to insure the risks in our mining
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industry foreed upon the Government the
necessity for doing something which would
synare with the existing machiners. The
existing machinery is at faunlt. T zay to the
Government if they be returned next March,
or to the Government who may succeed
them, that what is required now and will
be required in a few months’ tiwe is some
impartial tribunal that will make exhaustive
inquiries into the position we now fiud onr-
selves in. T submit there is sufficient data
already available to bring home to any im-
partial body of men, whu understan:t the
situation, the impossibility of relying solely
upon the system of workers compensation
from the point of view of the men em-
ployed in the industry, and of ihe industry
itself. On the second reading 1 endeavoured
to suggest, without making ecomments, a
definite basis upon whieh the existing law
should be inguired into, tightened up, and
otherwise mliered where necussacy. In my
opinion our experience is leading us to
where South Africa was led in the carly
stages of its mining history, end to where
the experience of New South Wales has led
that State. There is no gainsaving the
{acl that both brancke, of our Legislature
aie convineed of th: nesessity for render-
ing a full measure of jnstice to the victims
of the mining industry, and are also con-
vinced that the induvsiry is nut in a posi-
tion to carry the arcumnlated burden of the
past.  If, however, *hai burden 1z cleared
up and the accumulated inad is borne by
the Consolidated Revenue, the industry
thereafter should be left to bear its own
responsibilities.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Can the indnstry bear
a premium of £4 10s. per cent. even on the
future men ¥

Hon. J. CORNELL: T think members who
have mone into the subject recognise that
the industry in its present position, or in
any position that is likely to appear in the
near future, cannot bear the burdens im-
posed upon it by the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act. I refer to the burden represented
by the aceumulated load, and not to any
hypothetieal burden that may be ereated.
My inquiries have satisfied me that if ihe
accumulated Ioad is lifted, and if the gys-
iem of medical examingetion continues, witn
_proper inspeetion, and alse with due pro-
vision in regard to new mines, the f1ture
impost npon mining will not be too heavy.
With these few remarks I have muca
pleasure in supporting the third readiag «f
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the Bill. In the interests of humanity it
is our absolute duty, sinece we have set vur
hands to the plough, to evolve, in behall of
these vietims of industrial disease, a s)slem
that will be fair, equitable and just nll
round.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and returned to
the Assembly with amendments.

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

The Assembly having disagreed to an
amendwent made by the Council and having
further amended &n amendment made by
the Conneil, these were now considered.

In Commitiee.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

No. 4—Clanse 12, insert after the word
“only” in line 4 of Subclause 2 the follow-
ing:—“Provided that nothing in this sub-
section shall prevent any person. acting as
general manager of two or more mines, if
each of such mines has in charge thereof a
certificated manager who is not engaged in
the management of any other mine™:

The CHAIRMAN: The reason given by
the Assembly for disagreeing to the Coun-
eil’s amendment is—

The amendment is unnecessary, as the Act is
not concerned with general managers, and re-
ference to them can only introduce confusion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The parent Act
contains a reference to “manager,”’ not
“general” or “certificated manager.” The
Bill provides for certifieated managers. I
understand the object of Mr. Stewart’s
amendment is to provide that a general man-
ager may exercise general sapervision over
a pumber of mines in one area or district.
To safeguard that position the proviso was
inserted. There can be no objection to its
remaining in the Bill, as a certificated man-
ager is still required on each mine. No con-
fusion ean result.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: The Bill as sub-
mitted precluded a general manager from
acting as gencral manager of two or more
mines. For that reason the proviso was in-
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serted by this Chamber. It is 2 safeguard,
and perfectly reasonable, and we should in-
sist on it. Clanse 12 contains a subelause
reading—

A certificated manager under this Act shall
have contwol aud management of one mine
only,
in conneetwon with wmines and other large
concerns, it is a general prineciple that one
man may be general manager of iwo or three
undertakings. Eech mine under a general
manager’s control is still to have a ecerti-
ticated manager in eharge.

The BONORARY MINISTER: I hope
the Committee will not insist upon the
amendment. The previpus disecussion need
not be repeated. The Bill does not restrict
one man from being a general manager of all
the mines on the Collie coalfields, if that is
thought desirable. The Bill merely provides
that there shall be a certificated manager in
charge of each separate mine. The proviso
i3 quite unnecessary.

Hon. Sir Edward Wiftenoom: Do not you
think it maekes the position perfectly clear?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
think so. The proviso is not sufficiently im-
portant to warrant the holding up of the
Bill. Mine management is a calling that ean-
not be undertaken w.thout practical know-
ledge. The Bill is the result of a conference
between the mioe owners, the miners, and re-
presentatives of the Mines Department, and
therefore is an amicable arrangement satis-
faciory to all parties.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: [ do not think it
makes mueh difference whether the amend-
ment be included or excluded. We provide
that each mine shall be controlled by a cer-
tificated manager but we do not say that
there shall be a general manager or ehairman
of directors who shall supervise a dozen
mines.

Hon. . .J. Holmes:
clarify the position.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN:
certain extent.

Hon, J. Nicholsen: Tt is very necessary to
inclode the amendment.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not think so.
If T were general manager, I would exercise
my jurisdiction se long as I had a certi-
ficated manager in charge of each mine. It
is not worth while quibbling with the As-
sembly and insisting upon an amendment
that is really unnecessary.

Hon. J. EWING: The Government
should be supported, for it is useless sending
the Bill back with the amendment, which is

The amendment will

It may do so to a
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unnecessary. The Bill seeks to safeguard
the mines and the lives of those who work in
them. To that end we provide that each mine
shall be controlled by a certificated manager.
There is no necessity to insist upon the in-
clusion of provision for a general manager.

Hon. E. H.  HARRIS: The reason ad-
vanced by the Assembly against the inelusion
of the amendment is that references to gen-
eral managers may lead to confusion. It is
an equally good argument to say that the
absence of any such references will lead to
confusion.

Hon. J. Ewing:
now?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: We have provided
for certificated managers to control each
mine,

Hon. J. Ewing: That has alweys been so.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: But now we pro-
vide for it in an Aect of Parliament. There
is nothing to say that one man may be
general manager of one or of a dozen
mines. As it is it may be argned, in the
absence of any reference in the Bill, that
no one conld be appointed a3 general man-
ager except a certificated man as set out in
the Bill.  The inc¢lusion of the Couneil’s
amendment will not impose a penalty upon
anyone and the Committee would be wise to
insist upon its retention.

Hon. J. EWING: The whole object is to
place the responsibility upon the man who
is looking after the mine. A general man-
ager should not interfere with the actusal
management of a mine.

Hon. E. H. Harris: He cannot do so.

Hon. J. EWING: In years gone by the
position was no! thoroughly understood;
now it will be. The man who is in contro:
of the mine as manager will be the man
actually in charge, and no general manager
will be able to dictate to him how the coal
shall be mined or how the timbers shall le
put in. The safest way is to refrain from
ingisting upon the amendment and thus pre-
vent any possibility of confusion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: A gen-
eral manager will merely dictate the policy
operating in connection with a mine, but the
actual management of the mine will be in
the hands of the certificated manager. Somc
of us have had experience in the past of
a chairman of directora interfering with the
management and the actual development of
a mine, to the detriment of the operations.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mr. Ewing’s re-
marks convince me that we should insist
wpou the amendment. He pointed oun:

Why does it not do so
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clearly that the intention was that the cer-
titieated manager should be the top dog.

Hon. J. Ewing: And so he should be,
underground.

Hon. E. TL. Harris: That is a qualifica-
tion.

Hou. J. J. HOLMES: In the absence of
some provision regarding general managers,
we way have a strike among the certificated
managers, should an aitempt be made to ap-
point a general manager. The -certificated
men would contend that they were operating
under an Act of Parliament that gave them
the control of the mines, there being no pro-
vision included thai would enable a general
manager to interefere with them. The
amendment will clarify the position and we
should insist upon it.

Hon. J. EWING : Mr. Holmes is adopting
a wrong attitude. There might be a general
manager who might be an accountant, who
wounld have no knowledge of underground
workings at all. The whole objeet is to
assiore that the manager shall be in control
below ground, for he knows how to set his
timber and how to mine the ecoal. The gen-
eral policy of the company will be in the
bands of the board of eontrol and the gen-
eral manager, bnt there will be no interfer-
ence with the certificated man with the prae-
tical knowledge of undergronnd working.

Hon. J. 1. HOLMES: The point involved
jz: Bhall a company contrelling several
mines have the right fo appoint a general
manager to control the lot, apart from the
certificated managers who are in eontrol of
the several mines?

Hon. J. Ewing: But the general manager
may not have the practical knowledge.

Hon. J. J. HOLMER: T dv not refer to
the control underzround, but to the whole
poliey of the company.

Hon. J. Ewing: But that is the position
now.

Hon. J. J. HOT.MES: There is nothing
to indicate that in the Bill.

Hon. J. EWING: The postion is exactly
as Mr. Holmes sugzests. There is r general
wanagzer who does net wo below fo tell the
nrderground manager that he is doing the
work in the wrong wav. There is nothing
to prevent the appointment nf several gen-
eral manaeers. All we desire to achieve is
to see that the men who are acinally direet-
ing operations in the mines shail not be die-
tated to regarding the actual working of the
mines,
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: When the Bill was
introduced we were told we were including
in the I3l what aetvally existed at Collie .
to-day. Now we are told that although we
are not to make any provision for geveral
managers, there arve general managers in
fact to-day.  TUnless we insist upon the
amendment we shall provide for the eertifi-
cated managers, but no mention will be made
of general managers. Later on if it is pro-
posed to appoint a general manager to
sapervise operations, there will be trouble.
We should make the position clear that the
owners have the right to appoint a general
manager.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 10
Noes .. oo 11
Majority against 1
AYES,
Hon. J. R, Brown Hon, W. H, Kitson
Hon, A, Burvill Hon. A. Lovekin
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hen. E. Rosze
Hon. J. M. Drew Hor. E. H, Gray
Hon, J. Ewing (Telier.)
Hen. J. W. Hickey [
NoEps.
Hon. C. F. Baxter | Hom Q. W. Miles
Hon. B, H. Harris I Hon. J. Wichalson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. G. A. Kempton Hon. Sir E. Wittenoom

Hon. Sir W, Lathlain |
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane

Hon. W. J. Mann
1 (Teller.)

Question thus negatived; the Council’s
amendment insisted upon.

No. 3. Clause 8, Subelause (4).—Delete
the words “general secretary of the Miners’
Union” in lines thirteen and fourteen and
ingert in lieu thereof the words “the
accredited representative of any indusirial
npion of workers who are engaged in the
coal mining indostry, and whose wazes aro
determined on the basis of the tonnaxe of
epal raised.”

Asseibly’s amendment of the Couneil's
amendment—

Insert after ‘‘workers,’’ the words ‘‘repia-
fered under the Industrial Arbitration Act,
J1912-85.7°

The HONORARY MINISTER: T move---

That tho Assembly’s amendment be agreed
to. '

Hon. E. H. TARRIS: The Assembly has
cffered no reason for its amendment. Win
the Minister advanee a reason?
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The HONORARY MINISTER: On juany
oceasions when reference has been wnade to
the industrial laws or the factory laws, it
- has heen recognised thab registraticn by
the Arbitration Court should be the tect of
an industrial body of workers. The object
of the Assembly in making ils amendent
was to reeognise registration under 'he In-
dustrial Arbitration Act.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I have been told
that when this matter was diseussed ia
another place it was suggested that our
amendment would open the door to bogus
ncions. The Industrial Arbitration Ac¢i of
1912-25 contains a definition of “industrinl
vnion” as meaning an industrial union
registered under that Act., Any reference
in any Bill before us to an industrial umon
can only refer to an industrial union
registered under the Industrial Arbitration
Act. Therefore it is idle to seek to add to
our amendment the condition that an in-
dustrial union shall be a registered indus-
trial union.

The Honorary Minister: The Assembly's
amendment makes it clear.

Hon. E. H, HARRIS: It is already clear,
without the Assembly’s amendment, and so
that amendment is superfluous. I hope the
Committee will insist upon the Council's
amendment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Nobody
knows better than Mr. Harris that the As-
sembly’s amendment does clarify the posi-
tion and provide agninst industrial chaos.
Every clanse in the Bill has for its object
the continuance of industrial peace in the
coal mining industry. The Couneil has
amended this clause and the Assemnbly has
amended the Council’s amendment in the
direction of clarifying it. Having in mind
the control exercised by the Industrial Arln
tration Aect, and in the interests of indus-
trial peaee, it is wholly advisable that we
aceept the Assembly’s amendment.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The words “the
aceredited representative” have been used
elsewhere in the Bill as printed, and that
without any veference to the union beiny
registered under the Industrial Arbitration
Act. Yet when the Council uses the same
words in its amendment, we are told it is
necessary to add to these words “registered
under the Tndustrial Arbitration Aet” In
view of the definition in the Tndustrial Ar-
bitration Aet I say it is entirely nnneces-
sary to add those words. Moreover, if it
were necessary, it ought to he done by the
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insertion in the Bill of a definition of “in-
dustrial union of workers.” I hope the
Committee will insist wpon the Couneil’s
amendment.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following resnlt:—
Ayes .. .. . .. 6
Noes . . ‘e .. 16

Majorty against o 10
AYES.
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon, J. W. Hickey
Hon, J. M, Drew Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. Ewing Hoo. E. H. Udray
(Teller.)
NoES.
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. J. M. Maclarlane
Hon. A. Burvill Hon. W. J, Mann
Hon. J. E, Dodd Hon. G. W. Mlles
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon. J. Nickolson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. H. Beddon
Hon. G. A, Kempton Hon. H. A, Stephenson
Hon. 8ir W. Lathlain Hon. Bir E, Wittenoom
Hon, A. Lovekin Hon. E. Rose
(ellor.)y

Question thus negatived; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the

adopted.
The HONORARY MINISTER: I move---

That Hon. E. H. Harris, Hon. J. Nicholson,
and Hon. Sir William Lathlain be appointed
a committee tn draw up reasous for disagree-
ing to the amendment made by the Assembly
to the Council’s amendment.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Honerary Min-
ister, as mover of the motion, should be
a mewber of the committee.

The Honorary Minister: I have no desire
to be on the committee.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: As one who has
been proposed as a member of the commit-
tee, T would value the assistance of the Hon-
orary Minister. I think it would be desir-
ahle for him to act.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Are we adopting
the procedure usual at this stage? Once
this session I was appointed t0 a eommittee
to draw up reasons, and the reasons sent to
another place were not read there. 1t seems
Tareieal to appoint a committee to draw up
reasons if the proceedings of the Couneil
are to be treated in that way.

Hon. J. Ewing: Did not another place
take notice of the reasons?

Hon. G. W. MILES: No; it was an-
nounced that the Assembly’s amendments

report
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had been disagreed to by the Council and
our reasons for disagreeing were not read.
I see no need to appoint a committee,

The PRESIDENT: It is the duty of the
Council to earry out the Standing Orders,
Standing Order 226 provides for the ap-
pointment of three members to draw up
reasons when amendments made by the As-
sembly on the Couneil's amendments are
disagreed to. The Honorary Minister has
proposed three members as a committee to
draw up reasons. It is competent for any
member to propose the addition of any other
hon. member.,

Hon. G. W. MILES: The point on which
I sbould like information is whether we can
insist on our reasons being read in another
Place.

The PRESIDENT: We ean do nothing
more than is provided in our Standing
Orders.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Then 1 protest
agerinst the treatment meted out to us on a
previous oecasion when the ressoms for-
warded were not read.

Horn. E, H. Gray: What about the Coun-
eil's treatment of the Assembly?

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: The
Honorary Minister should act on the com-
mittee, and I am perfectly willing that he
should be nominated in my stead. He is in
eharge of the measure and is au fait with
the details, and it is only fair that his side
ghould be properly represented. 1 propuse
the Honorary Minister as a member of the
eommittee.

The PRESIDENT : I understand the hon.
member wishes to withdraw his nomination
-and substitute that of the Honorary Miu-
ister.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Yes.

The PRESTDENT: Is that agreeable to
the Honorarr Mipister?

The HONQRARY MINISTER: I appre-
ciate the compliment Sir William Lathlain
has paid me, but T feel sure that I would not
be in as pood a rosition as he is to give
reasons for the Couneil having disagreed
to the amendment made by the Assemblx
Therefore T would prefer that he accepted
the nomination. -

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: I still
feel that the Honorary Minister, or.those
who share his opinion, should be represented
on the committee. It is not entirely a mat-
ter of drawing up reasons: it is a matter
of stating the case, and the three member
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proposed are of one opinion. I prefer that
the opinion of the other side should be re-
presented.

Hon. J. Ewing: The committee represent
the majority.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Bir Wil-
liam Lathlain seems to be confusing the
appointment of o commiitee for drawing
up reasons with the appointment of man-
agers to a conference. 1f this were a ques-
tion of appointing managers, the position
would be quite different, No one is better
qualified to draw up the reasons for dis-
agreeing than is a member who voted to
disagree,

Hon. E. H HARRIS: I should like to
know the position of the committee regard-
ing the two amendments with which we have
dealt, They were sent from this House to
another place, which has given a reason for
disagreeing to one amendment hut no reason
for amending the other amendment. Should
the commitiee frame a reason for only one
or for both amendments? I submit that as
only one reason has been sent to us, only one
should be returned to the Assembly by way
of answer,

The PRESIDENT: Standing Order 228
reads—

In any case when a Bill is returned to the
Assembly with any of the amsndments made
by the Assembly on the Council’s amendmenis
disagreed ts, the message returning such Bill
ghall also contain written reasons for the Conn-
eil not agreeing thereto, Buch reasons shall be
drawn up by a committee of three members to
be appointed fer that purpose when the Coun-
¢il adonts the report of the Committee of the

whole disagreeing to the amendments in ques-
tion.

Question put and passed.
Bitting suspended from 4.12 to 4.34 p.m.

Resolutions adopted. and a message ae-
rordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL—WFIGHTS AND MEBASURES
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

The Assemblv, having disagreed to an
amendment made by the Counecil, this was
now constdered.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.
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No. 1--Clause 6, add the following sub-
elauses: ““(6) In the case of Dbeer (ale,
porter and stount) the undermentioned ves-
sel- shall be deemed fo eontain the standard
measure, if the setual vontents are not less
than the quantities stated in the following
schedule: Hogshead 52 gallons, barrel 35
gallons, half-hogshead 26 gallons, kilderkin
17 gallons, 10-gallon keg 91% gallons, 9-gal-
Jon keg $% gullons, 3-gallon keg 4% gal-
lons. (7) This seetion shall not take effee:
until the expiration of six months from the
commencement nf this Act”:

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for disagreeing to the Council’s amend-
ments is—

That it is a negation of the principles of the
RAet.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: As an amend-
mert to the motion now before the Chair
1 move, under Standing Order 225, the fol-
lowing alternative amendment:—

That o proviso be added to Subsection (1)
of propogsed new Section 20, as follows:—
‘¢Provided that in the case of heer (ale, porter
and stout} the pndermentioned vessels shall
be deemed to contain the standard measure,
if the actual contenta are not less than the quan-
tities stated in the following schedule:—Hogs-
head 52 gallons, barrel 35 gallons, half hogshead
26 gallons, kilderkin 17 gallons, 10-gallon keg
914 gallons, 9-gallon keg 8% gallons, o-gallon
keg 4% gallons,’’ and that Subsection (7) con-
tained in the Council’s amendment be inserted
to stand as Subsection (6).

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am pre-
pared to aceept the a'ternative amendment.

Question put and passed; the alternative
amendment agreed to.

Resolution wveported, the report adopted
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Assembly,

BILL—DAIRY CATTLE COMPENSA-
TION.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hcen. J. ML
Drew—Central) [4.48] in moving the seeond
reading said: The objeet of the Bill is to
provide ecompensation for dairy eatile
owners against loss following any action
taken by the Government in administering
the Stock Diseases Act in regard fo the re-
pression of tubereulosis and actinomycosis in
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our dairy herds. The compensation referred
to is based upon the prineiple of insurance
whereby the owner contributes a certain sum
in the form of registration fees. To this
amount the Government propose to contri-
bute a sum, and together the amounts will
constitute a compensation fund, Compensa-
tion will be payable to the owners of cattle
destroyed, in the proportion of 90 per cent.
of the assessed value of (lhe animal de-
stroyed; that is to say the Government will
contribute two-fifths of the amount payable
and the dairymen will provide in the form
of fees the remaining three-fifths. For ex-
ample: the assessed value of animal is £15,
and the amount of compensation payable,
90 per cent. of £15, is £13 10s. The amount
payable from fees (three-fifths of £13 10s.)
is £8 2s, and the amount payable by the
Government (two-fifths of £13 10s.) is £5
8s.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
of the animal?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It will be as-
sessed in accordance with the Aet. In the
first instanee, they are all insured for £15.
The value of the animal destroyed may not
be as much as £15, but in the first place they
wiil all ¢ome in on the original basis. Com-
pensation can only be paid subject to regis-
tration in accordance with the Bill, that is to
say, the claimant must have been registered
at least 14 days prior to making a claim, ex-
cept in such cases as the Minister controlling
the Act may otherwise decide. Special eir-
cumstances may justify a variation. For the
purposes of the Bill no animal will be as-
sessed at a value in cxeess of €13. The as-
sessed value of any animal slaughtered under
the Biil is (o he determined by ihe inspector
ordering destruction, and the owner. Pro-
vision is also made in the measure whereby,
in the event of an arreement as to value not
being arrived at, the Minister shall have
power fo appoint an independen! arbiter.
whose decision shall he final. Registration of
dairy herds for the purpnses of the Bill is
tn he rompulsory in sneh districts as may be
defined hy proelamation. It is proposed to
deal in the first insiance wilh the metropoli-
tan area, and ealenlations are based upon a
total of 6,000 dairy eows subject to registra-
tion. Such registrations at 25 per head will
provide £C00 as » nuelens for the fund. Pro-
vision will require to he made to set aside a
snm of, say, €300 by the Government in
order to meet the first year’s operations. Any
animal ordered for slaughter must be de-
livered to a Government abattoir, where it

Who fixes the value
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will be slaughtered. After slaughter the
commercial value of the carcase or part
thereof is to be passed to the compensation
fand. It is proposed that the operations of
the Bill be made applicable to the metropoli-
tan area in the first instance. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a seeond time.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjowrned.

BILL—TIMBER INDUSTRY REGULA-
TION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 25th Novewmber on
the motion for the second reading and an
amendment by Hon. J. Nicholson to strike
ont the word “now” and add “‘thiz day six
moaths.”’

HON. J. E. DODD (South) [4.55]: I have
a few remarks to make upon the Bill, it be-
ing one that deals with industrial matters. Tt
is a short measure, following the lines prin-
cipally of the Mines Regulation Aet. Up to
date the chief objection to the Bill seemns to
be that it entails a duplieation of many of
the regulations governing the timber indus-
try. The timber industry is already regulated
by the Factories Act, the Health Aet, the
Inspection of Machinery Act, the Industrial
Arbitration Aect, and one or two others.
Therefore it is objected that by passing the
Bill we shall be making teo much legislation.
Of course the industry is alreads under
many restrictions; but if we conld only see
the number of restrictions hedging ns all
about, I em afraid half of us would go
mad. However, when it comes to proteeting
buman life and limb, it is a different con-
sideration. The Bill deals principally with
the safety of human life and limb, and for
that reason I will support if, although T
think possibly it could be amended in a way
that would make for the better working of
the timber industryl.  Only recently we passed
the Traffic Act, which provides a great many
restrictions. Yet that was supported by prac-
tically all members, it being generally recog-
nised that for the protection of humman life
and limb those restrictions were necessary.
For instance, when a man gets a motor car
he has to secure a certificate as a driver.
Then he has to register his car, and submit
to speed limits, and obey all the rules of the
road. There are endless rules that we ean-
not get away from when it comes to the
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protection of hwmen life and Hmb, A= w0
the argument that the timber industry is al-
ready regulated by a number of other Aets,
I may point out that the Factories
Act, the Health Act, the Mlachinery
Act, and the Industrial Arbitration
Act are all Btate wide Aets, and
are not confined to any place or in-
dustry, but apply all over the State,
except for certain restrictions respect-
ing the North-West. The timber in-
dustry and «nite a nomber of other indus-
tries also arc under the Factories Act. The
Tndustrial Arbitration Act deals with eondi-
tions of labour and the wages of the work-
er#, hut has nothing whatever to do with the
sately of the workers. For instanee, under
that Aet the conrt may issne an award pro-
viding higher rates of wages for had places.
1 know more about the mines than I do
about the timber industry, and so I know
that the Arbitration Court may award a
higher rate of wages and shorter howrs for
men working in a rise. But the court has
no power to say that that rise shall not be
worked if it be dangerous; it deals only
with conditions and wages, and has nothing
to do with the safety of the workers. So
that when we say that the industry is partly
regulated by the Arbitration Act, we are only
saving what we could say of every other in-
dustry. Tt applies to the Health Act, and
the Health Aet applies to the mining warld.
I do not think a mine hecomes a factory at
any time, but still, mines come under a large
nwunber of Acts, just ag the timber industry
or any other. This cannot be helped. There-
fore I can sce nothing in the contention that
the Bill is not necessary beeanse these other

Acts are in operation, The Forests
Act is  similar to the Mining Act,
which is qunite separate from the
Mines Regulation Aet. The Mining

Act denls with acreage, and all that kind
of thing; the Mines Regulation Act ig dif-
ferent altogether, and so it is with the For-
ests Aect. There is nothing in the Forests
Act relating to safety in regard to the work-
jng of the industry. It has been said there
are too many inspectors and too many in-
spections. I am afraid there is a tendeney
towards appointing too many inspectors,
though I do not know ahout there being too
many inspections. F may point out that a
health inspector is usually a faetory inm-
speetor, and an industrial inspector under
the Arbitration Act. Al other inspectors
are, I think, factory inspectors and Arbi-
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tration Act inspectors, so we are really not
duplicating the inspectors under those three
Acts. There are certainly two or three other
inspectors to be appointed under the Bill
we are diseussing, bat it is not the employ-
ers that have complained about the in-
spectors, My experience in connection with
mines is that men have always complained
ahout there not having been enough inspee-
tions, and that the inspections have not been
sufficiently severe. That was the reason for
the agitation that brought about the appoint-
men of workmen’s inspectors. I had not &
little to do with the appointment of work-
men's inspectors in 1915, but I am not in n
position to say how the innovation affected
the mines. I believe, however, that the ap-
pointment of those inspectors has worked
very well, and T have said many times that
a great deal of good has resulted fo the em-
ployers by the inspectors pointing out cer-
tain mafters to the employers. I remember
that the late Mr. Holman often said that
there were more aceidents in connection with
the timber industry than in the mining in-
dustry. T have never been able to eredit
that. I know that many accidents have hap-
pened in mines, fatal aceidents and other-
wise, but I cannot imagine that as many
have ocenrred in the timber industry. There
may be minor accidents, and I am also aware
that there have been a number of serious
accidents in the timber industry, but when
one comes to say thet as many have hap-
pened in the timber industry as in the min-
ing industry, I must say that T cannot agree
with the statement. It has slso been men-
tioned that there are many duplications in
our industrial laws. That is another
matter that might be taken up. I
point out to the Ilonorary Minister that we
are now undoing the very thing we tried to
avoid when dealing with the Coroners Bill
in tbis House in 1920. We passed that Bill
to consoiidate the law relating to coroners’
inquests, and we took from the Mines Regu-
lation Act and the Coal Mines Regulation
Act the provisions in those measures relai-
ing to coroners. Since passing the Coroners
Act we have ineluded, in the Seaffolding
Act, speciai provisions relating to inquests,
and now we propose to include another snch
provision in the Bill we are considering. To
my mind it is the wrong Bill in which to in-
sert such a provision; the proper place is
the Coroners Aet. I point out to the Hon-
orary Minister also that possibly there is a

[COUNCIL.]

word lacking in the Bill. Subelause 1 of
Clause 21 says—

A person baving a pereonal interest in or
in the management of the timber holding in
which the aceident occurred shall not be quali-
fied to serve on the jury empanelled on the in-
queat.

In the Coroners Aet it is sef out: “No -per-
sor having a personal interest in or em-
ployed in a mine.” The word “employed"
has been left out of the subelause in the Bill,
whether intentionally or not I ecannot say.
I might also direet attention to that seetion
in the Coroners Act beeause Sir William
Lathlain objected to any person having a
personal interest in the management of the
industry being debarred from sitting on a
jury. That is already provided for in the
Coroners Act, and the provision was made
by the Government of which Mr. Colebatch
was a8 membar, It was taken from the
Mines Regulation Act and the Coal
Mines Regulation Aet. The practice
on the goldfields was this, that the police
summoned a business man and he usually
became foreman of the jury. Then two
other jurors were summoned, and they were
qualifed miners. Rarely, however, was
there summoned a miner who worked on the
mine where the accident oceurred. On the
goldfields there are so many men who have
been mivers and others that a jury is em-
panelled with very little difficulty, a jury
of men qualified to sit on an inquest arising
out of an accident on a mine. The proposal
contained ia the Bill is not 2n innovation;
it is already the law. The main trouble
experienced by leaders of the unions on the
fields was to induce juries to add riders.
Not that they wanted to do anything tha
was wrong, but simply in the hope of bring-
ing about better working results. Still, it
was rarely that a coroner’s jury could be
induced to add a rider. After all, the
abject of a coroner’s inquest is only to in-
qnire into the canse of death. The main
vart of the Bill lies in the regulations, and
the point is whether those regulations will
be framed in a reasonable way, and whether
they will be administered reasonably. Per-
sonally I can see nothing to justify the
helief that the present Government, or any
other Government, will frame a set of regu-
lations that will be likely to harass the
industry. At all events, I hope not. I do
say this, that very great power is given to
the Government under rezulations; in faet,
the regulations are the Bill. T should also
iike to refer to the statewrent that has been



[1 DecEmBER, 1926.]

made that members having an interest in
the industry have no right to take part in
the discussion. I cannot follow that
reasoning at all. If we did that, then in
respect of almost every Bill that was
brought before the House some member or
other wounld have to walk out and take no
part in the debate. Surely the men en-
gaged in the timber industry, whether
workers or employers, have a perfect right
to express their opinions. If we had to
take any other stend, Mr. Nicholson would
ve debarred from moving the second read-
ing of the Legal Practitioners’ Bill, which
15 to come before us. I have always bad an
intense admiration for the pioneering com-
panies of the State, no matter in what line
of industry they are engaged and Western
Anstralin owes a deep debt of gratitude to

the companies and to those men who
have worked in those industries as
they have done. Sir Edward Wit

tenoom expressed the hope that the tim-
ber industry would not be reduced, by
rieans of regulations, to the same condition
as the mining industry. I would point ont
to that hon. member that the mining regula-
tions never affected that industry in the
way that he suggested. The mining in-
dustry has been broken by other legislation
eliogether. The mining regulations as they
are to-day, have done absolutely no harm
to the industry; we have always managed
to work fairly well and amicably with the
companies. 1 bhelieve they are working
fairly well to-day, but I know that in my
time there was very little trouble except
perhaps that there may have been, as there
always will be, a certain number of growl-
ers. If the Bill is passed, T hope the Gov-
ernment will not bring in a set of regula-
tions that will be likely 1o harass the com-
panies and that in the appointments it may
be pecessary to make, men will be chosen
who can be relied upon to give a fair deal,
I may direct attention to the fact that the
Fill does not provide that an inspector shall
be a member of the Civil Service. Un-
fortunately there seems to be a system
growing up under which a number of men,
who are not under the Public Service Act
and consequently not controlled by the
Public Service Commissioner, receive publie
service appointments. To my mind that is
not desirable. I think the Publie Service
Act was brought in to do away as far as
possible with political inAuence, and if,
under the various Bills that eome before
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us, appointees are not to be officials under
the Aet, that will be a retrograde step. I
would much prefer to see all the prineipal
officials under these measures appointed, as
far as possible, by the Public Service Com-
missioner. I support the second reading of
the Bill.

HON.W.J. MANN (South-West) {5.15]):
In some respects I agree with what M.
Dodd bas said, but in other respects I am
wholly at variance with his views. First
of all, one is inelined to protest against the
introduetion of such Bills as the one before
us on the ground of multiplicity of legisla-
tion. If we are to have a Bill to regulate
every industry in this State we shall soon
bave nothing but Aects of this deseription
on the statute-book.

The Honorary Minister: This is an im-
portant industry.

Hon, W, J. MANN: Every industry is
of importance. We have the Industrial
Arbitration Aet, the Inspection of Machi-
nery Act, the Factories and Shops Aect, the
Health Act and other Acts governing vari-
ous indastrial matters. There are so many
such Acts that it makes one think there is
little else to be handled. I wonder some-
times what the functions of the Arbitra-
tion Court will be if this tendency is to
confinue, It has been suggested that one
of the main rveasons for the introduction
of the Bill is that it will deal with an in-
dustry that is particularly dangerous.
There is just as much danger involved im
walking across the streets of Perth on any
business day, as there is in connection with
ibe timber industry. lndeed, I think there
is a great deal more danger to be en-
conntered in the city streets.

The Honorary Minister: It all depends
on the circumstances.

Hon. W. J. MANN: It is necessary to
keep one’s eyes well open, otherwise there
is just as much chance of accident in Perth
as is encountered by the men employed in
the timber mills. Mr. Burvill gave us a lot
of figures regarding aceidents in the timber
industry. I regret I could not comprehend
them, becanse my experience, gained while
living in a timber district for a great many
years, is that of the aecidents that occur
ahout 95 per cent. are of a minor natare,
of which we rarely hear. Certainly there
are some serious accidents from time to
time, but the majority of them do not
happen in the mills. The aceidents are out
in the bush and I notice very little in the
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Bill that will afford the bush workers any
protection,

The Honorary Minister: What supervision
is there over them now?

Hon. W. J. MAXN: There is no super-
vision in the bush and the Bill does not pro-
vide for any supervision either. I regard
the inspections that take place in the mills
as fairly comprebensive. Mr. Burvill de-
scribed the inspections as spasmodie, but 1
was pleased to hear him add that he was
referring to his experiences of 26 years ago.

Hon. A. Burvill:  Fnspeetions are now
made only once a year.

Hon. W. J. MANX: Under the provisions
of the Inspeetion of Machinery Aect, machi-
nery at the mills has to be inspected at least
once a year. That does not say necessarily
that such icspeetions are not made more fre-
quently.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That annual inspection
refers only to bLoilers.

Hon, W. J. MAKN: 1f an inspector visits
a mill and after looking at the boiler is not
satisfied with it, he orders & reduced pres-
sure and gives a license Lo enable the com-
pany to ecarry on for a short period,
sometimes only for a month. At the end
of that period he returns for a further in-
spection. On top of that there are a num-
ber of surprise visits. Tt has been suggested
that when an inspection takes place at a
mill, the machinery is idle. That occurs
only when bhoilers are to be inspected; it
does not refer to other occasions.

The Honorary Minister: Have you any
record of those surprise visits®

Hon. W. J. MANN: Those surprise visits
are made, because I have met inspectors on
occasions when they were on their way to the
mills. I know those surprise inspections
have been made and it is idle to suggest that
because one has no record of the dates on
which they were undertaken, there were no
such surprise inspections.

Hon. J. Gornell: Does the hon. member
infer that inspectors make surprise visits in
connection with the boilers?

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes, in connection
with the boilers too. Inspectors go out to
see whether certain instructions have bee»
carried out.

Hon. J. Cornell: The inspectors give eer-
tificates for a specific period for specific
pressores.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Regulations are
made regarding those employed on the tram-
ways, railways and so on. For instance, men

[COUNCIL.)

whe are driving locomotives have to pass
examinations and have to periodically sub-
mit themselves to eyesight and hearing tests.
Iy that regavd the position is fairly satis-
factory. Further than that I find that most
of the revolving machinery is placed either
urder the floors or under benehes and cov-
ered so that the element of danger is elim-
inated as far as possible. I have seen men
take risks in the bush and around the mills
that mnde one’s blood run eold, risks that
no mill manoeer or foreman could possibly
prevent.

1Ton, J. Corneli: Faery time a man puts
a helt on he lakey a rick!

Hon, W. J. MANN: Sometimes yvung
men act in this way thiough thoughtlessness
or more or less out of bravado. I do nof ad-
vanece that statement as an argument in
favour of less superviston, but as indieating
one phase thot is present and is not pre-
ventable under :ny system of inspeetion.
Mr. Idodd said that the regulations were,
in faet, the Bill. T can hardly agree with
that statement. There ave some peculiar
things dealt with in the regulations. Tor
instance, included in the power vested in
the Governor to make regulations for varions
purposes, is one aimed at “dealing with fhe
ventiistion of rnlis and matters relating
thioceto, and the prevention of dust.” My
exuerience is lhut there is any amount of
ventilation in all r ills.

Hen C. F. Baxter:
vantilation sowelin.es.

Hen W. J. MANN: That is so. I would
like the Honorars Almister to tell the House
what dust he refors to. Ts if_the duat that
surrranée a whim when it is drawn by a
iean. through the btsh® It that the dust he
refers to? If so, how does he intend to over-
come the difficulty? Does he intend to wuse
water carts out in the bush in order to keep
down the dust? If it is the sawdust at s
il tl at he refers to, 1 would draw atiention
to the faet th.at peruaps 98 per cent. of the
tiinher sawn is grecn timber that has jusl
beer brought in from the bush. There is mc
dust created in eutting that timber in i
mill  The paiticles of wood thrown off by
the saw arc wet and fall to the ground, al
{iourh they may ccme out a few inches
At some of the mills they go in for wet ent.
tiny #nd as the saw revolves, water drip
on to if as it ents the wood. )

Tion ¥. H. Grav: What about rip saws’

Mon. W. J. MANN: The timber is grea
aud the presence of dusi is negligible &

There i= too mucl
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the meatest degree fmaginable.  Power is
also taken to fraime regulations for the good
order and condition, safety and use of saw-
mills and so on. That business is alrcady
locked after by the inspectors under the
Fuetories and Shops Aet and under the In-
spection of Machinery Act.

Hea, W. H. Kitson: Who says so?

Hen. W, J. MANXN: T know they have
done so and the work bas been carried out
eFeetively, Another power taken is to pro-
vide reculations for the provizsion of smoke
goreens.  Will the Honorary Minister tell
us how he will prevent smoke getting into
mills?

Hon. J. Cornell: By raising the chimney
stacks.

Hon., W. J. MANN: If that is the smoke
referred to by the Honorary Minister, that
would be one means of achieving his object.
I am afraid, however, that is not what he
means. I think he refers to smoke that rises
from the timber dump where the refuse is
burnt. That dump is put ag far away from
the mill as the management can place it,
because there is an element of danger from
sparks. It is usnal to place the fire dump
on the side of the mill where the prevailing
winds will earry the smoke away. [f once
in a while the wind changes, the smoke may
enter the mill, but the distance between the
actual fire and the benches iz such that most
of the smoke is dissipated before it veaches
the benches. There may be odd instances
where the smoke does get into the mills, hut
I have nol scen mills where that bappened.
In any ease the smoke that arises from the
fire dumps is not to be compared with the
soke that the men in the mill have to put
up with occasionally when bush fires are
raging. If the Honorary Minister suggests
making provision so that the women
and children, as well as the men,
shall be protected from the smoke
arising from bush fires, I will be with him,
hut I eannot agree with his views on the
question of smole screens if he refers merely
to smoke from the dumps.

LIon. E. H. Harris: It does not mean that
it the remmlations are framed they will refer
fo smoke {rom the mills oniy.

Hon. W. J. MAXN: Perhaps the hon.
member refers to tobacco smoke! Power is
also faken to prohilit the employment of
persons unahle to =peak the English lan-
guage in such work because that inability
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would e a danger to other workers. 1
heartily agree with the object songht to be
attained under that bheading. We should
insist upon some sueh provicion in relation
to all industries, but partiendavly in connee-
tion with tfe timher industry. Then again
power is to be taken to frame regnlations
requiring bush lines to be cleared of dan-
gerous trees to a preseribed width, That is
a most extraordinary kind of reguiation to
propose! If the Government intend to in-
sist on bush lines heing cleared of dangerous
trees, the people generally would be per-
feetly justified, particularly those who have
to use the main roads tbroughout the coun-
try districts, in asking the Government to
clear those roads in the same way. If any-
one travels from Perth to Augusta or to
Pemberton, he travels over a2 narrow road,
particularly in the more distant parts. It is
more difficult to drive a motor along a track
than an engine along a timber line. It is ab-
surd to ask a company putting down a line
that may last for one month or at most for
six months to clear it of trees. People who
live in the bush know how frequently a line
is dropped into a little belt of country, and
if the mill owner had to elear it

Hon. E. H. Gray: Only of dangerous

" trees.

Hon. W. .. MANN: That is what T am
alluding to- -if he had to clear the line it
wonld take as long to elear up the t'allen
timber and get the track down as it wou'd
to cut out the litile pisce of conntry.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Tt is not dangerous
trees but trees in danger of falling.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Al trees are in a
measure dangerous, I do not think the hon.
member conld define a dangerous tree.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: We conld do so in
this House,

Hon. W. J. MLAXNN: Bot it is impossible
to do so in practice in the bush and that is
the part about which I am concerned. Tha
provision for clearing lines is one that might
well be eliminated in Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell: If a few more trees
fell on country roads, it might be safer to
walk around Perth,

Hon. W. J. MANX: I have an answer to
that interjecticn, but it may not be wise to
give it here. The Bill contains some good
features and I shall support the second read-
ing, but it epntains some extraordinary pro-
vigions that T hope will be remedied in Com-
toittee. .
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HON., W. H. KITSON (West) [5.32]: 1
oppose the amendment moved by Ar. Nieh-
olson. I find it difficult to understand tha
attitnde of one or two members because it
would be correet to say that every member
on more than one occasien has said he would
give place to no man in his desire to see that
the lives of men working in our industries
were safeguarded so far as it was possible
to safegnard them by legislation. During
the debate on this Bill one or two members
have reiterated the statement, and yet have
followed it almost immediately by opposing
the provisions of a Bill designed to ensure
to a large section of workers conditions of
safety that should have been provided many
Fears ago.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: And that are
already provided.

Hon, W. H. KITSON: The hon. member
knows full well that in many instances they
are not provided. It is strange that some
members are not prepared to aceept the
statements of Ministers or of the depart-
ment that has the administration of the Aect
They know, or at any rate, should know,
that had it been possible to administer some
of the Aets that in part relate to the timber
industry, those Aects would have been admin-
istered. There have been difficnlties; it bhas
been found impracticable to put into opera-
tion the statutes that some members tell usg
should have been enforced. Ii is the opinion
of the officials administering the Act that the
existing laws do not adegumately cover the
indnstry. T think Mr. Dodd gave a reason-
able reply in regard to twe or three of the
Acts. Let me mention particularly the Ar-
bitration Act whieh, while it does refer to
a few of the items ineluded in this measure,
has not been effective in every case owing
fo the timber corporations not having ob-
served the awards. It has been necessary on
more than one oreasion for the representa-
tives of the workers to take action against
the employers on that acecount. From my
experience of the timber industry, which may
not be so extensive as that of some members,
I say without hesitation that quite a number
of the conditions prevailing in the timber
areas are a disgrace to the industry, and
it will be a disgrace to the State if we
permit them to continue longer than is
absolutely necessary. This Bill provides
for the appointment of inspectors to do
certain things. The timher industry em-
ploys a large nnmber of men over a big area
-of conntry. Men are working in many parts

h ]
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of the country without supervision, earry-
ing ont duties that demand the exereise of
considerable skill and knowledge—knowledge
much greater than is reguired in other in-
dustries. 1 take it that the average inspector
appointed under the Health Aet, the Fae-
tories and Shops Aect or even the Inspection
of Machinery Aect bas had no practical ex-
perience of the timber industry, and if we
are going to give the workers the protection
desired under the Bill, the men o be ap-
pointed as inspectors should have experience
of the industry. 1 could mention quite a
large number of instances of suggestions
having been made that would have prevenied
accidents, some of them serious, suggestions
whieh would have cost little to give effect to
but which were ignored by the employers.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittencom: Then why
do the men stay in those dangerous posi-
tions?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Because they can-
not help themselves. It is absclutely neces-
sary for them to earn a living and they have
to accept the conditions that are forced upon
them. If the men said they were not going
to work under such econditions on aceount of
the dangers, the hon. member would be one
of the first to ask the reason for their ceas-
ing work. Is he going to suggest that the
men should cease work every time they find
themselves employed under conditions that
they consider to be dangerous?! We know
that men often work under conditions that
are extremely dangerous, s=imply because
they have hecome aceustomed to the presence
of danger.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: And many of them
would not care to show the white feather.

Hon, W. H. KITSON: That is so. Many
of them, too, know that if they complained
they would not be kept on the job long. That
is an experience that more than one of us
have had in the industry. Talking of acei-
dents

Hon. J. Nicholson: Are you aware of any
accidents having arisen from such c¢ondi-
tions?®

Hon. W. H, XITSON: Yes.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I have not heard of
them.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: If the hon. mem-
ber has not heard of them, I shall mention a
few that have ocenrred qmite recently. The
other night certain figures were quoted by
Mr. Burvill. Mr. Nicholson tried to manip-
ulate the figures to show that the percent-
age of accidents in the industry was consider-
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ably lower than Mr. Burvil]l had represented
it to be.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: What do you mean
by saying he tried to manipulate the figures?

Heon. W. H. KITSON: Mr. Nicholson
used the figures quoted by Mr. Burvill in a
different way, in order to show by deduction
that the percentage quoted by Mr. Burvill
was not eorreet, but should be considerably
lower.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Perhaps Mr. Burvill
manipulated them in the first instance.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: He may have done
80. Mr, Nicholson endeavoured to show, on
the figures quoted by Mr. Burvill, that the
number of acecidents in the industry was
equal to about 2 per cent. Anyone
who has taken an interest in Arbitra-
tion Court proceedings or in the tim-
ber industry generally knows that facts
have been produced to prove that the
percentage of aceidents in  the t{imber
industry is the second highest of all indus-
tries in the Commonwealth, It is exceeded
only by the perecentage of accidents in the
mining industry.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Mr. Burvill told us
the percentage in the timber industry was
higher than in the mining industry.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Perhaps it was
higher in the particular instances he quoted.
T shall give figures to show that in certain
instances the perceniage is higher than in
the mining industry, but I do not infer that
the percentage for the industry generally is
greater. .

Hon. J. Nicholson: T hope you will clas-
sify them into minor, serious, and fatal aec-
cidents.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I am not much
concerned whether the gsecidents were minor,
gerious or fatal. If a man loses a finger, the
loss is much more serions than the loss of a
few pounds to a timber corporation. If a
man loses a few weeks’ work as a result of
& minor accident of that kind—I essume the
hon. memher would call it a minor accident
—any regulation we can introduce to obviate
such an accident wounld he well worth while.

Hon. W. T. (Hasheen: The worker is pro-
tacted now.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Yes. to a certain
extent, but if we can bring in regulations
that will protect men acainst the loss of
life or limb, or against sustairing even minor
injuries, it iz our duty to do so. Let me refer
to one of the small mills.

Hon. JJ. J. Holmes: Why one of the small
mills?
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Hon. W. H. KITSON: Because it is one
aboot which I myself have recently made in-
quiries, and a second reason is that it hap-
pens to be a mill in which a membar of this
Chamber is personally interested. I refer to
Mr. Nicholson. When I quote the aceidents
at that mill T shall be interested to learn
whether he will deny my statement as he
denied the statement made the other night.
I refer to the Sussex mill. The number of ac-
cidents on that mill from the 6th March,
1926, to the 3rd Angust, 1926, a peried of
five months, was seven. The number of em-
ployees was 45, and so the ratio of accidents
is equal to 37.3 per cent. per annum.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You have had to do
some manipulating to get that result.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The seven acei-
dents were reported to the workers' organi-
sation.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why take the figures
for five months?

Hon. W, H. KITSON: Beecause I believe
that at the end of thal period the mil) closed
dow.

Hon. J. W. Mann: What was the magni-
tode of the accidents.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I have partieulars
of them. No. 1 sustained a brnised ankle
wher hooking logs on a landing; he was
under the doetor’s care for one week. In the
second case the man sustained a rupture
by a fall at work, and was away from duty
for a month. In the third case a man's
thumb was cot when tailing out on a picket
bench, and he was under the doctor’s eare
for eight days. In the fourth case, that of
a blacksmith, he suffered from severe burns.
The fifth was a case of a bruised finger, and
the man was nnder the doctor for 21 days.
In the sixth ease the man had a bruised
foot, cansed by timber falling off a skid
dnring working hours. He was under the
doector for 19 days. In the seventh ease
the man suffered an irjury to his ankle
caused by a snig chain, This oeeurred on
the 3rd August and on the 9th the man was
gtill under the doetor and was unable to
work for some time. Members may say
these are minor aceidents.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Can you by an Aet
of Parliament prevent a blacksmith from
being burnt?

Hon. W. H. KITSON : The average black-
smith is used to getting burned from time
o time and takes no notice of it, but if he
has to go to the doctor the injury is far
more serious than that to which he is
accostomed.
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Hou. W. J. Mann: On a mill the doctor
goes to the man.

Hon. W. H. KITSON : T mention that
case becanse it happens to be one about
which T have made particular inguiries dor-
ing the last few days. If accidents of this
kind happen, even thongh they be miner
cnes, with sneh frequener, it shows the
pecessity for the Bill. [ do not think there
is very much in the arcument that it is a
duplication of existing Asts. Mr. Nicholson
will admit that the Aets he mentioned do
not cover the whole of the timber industry,
and that the IPactories and Shops and
Machinery Acts apply ouly to the mill
itself. They do not apply to anything out-
side 2 mill. He will also admit that there
is room for considerable improvement in
the conditions existing - on timber con-

eessions in respeet, for instanee, to the

sanitary arrangements,

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is a matter for
the health officer.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: And also with re-
gard to howsing acecommodation and other
questions of importance.

Hon. J. XNicholson : Taking them all
round, the honses are very good.

Hon, W. H. KITSON: I have a know-
ledge of complaints that have heen made
over a long period. There have been cases
of three men heing eompelled to sleep in
cne hut, which was orviginally intended for
one man. Thex have also had to sleep on
the floor of the hut. There have been cases
in vhich Greeks have heen provided with
deceni hnuts, one for each man, while Brit-
ishers on the same concession have had to
be satisfied with the conditions to whieh I
Iave referred,

Hou. J. J. Holmes: Why ihe distinetion?

Houn. W. II. KITSON : That kind of thing
should net be permitted,

Hon. J. J. Iolmes : Do you wish the
House to Lelieve that a mill manager would
set up one set of conditions for Greeks, and
a worse set of conditions for Britishers?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: T do not put it
forward in that way. Tt does not matter
who the men are that have to work in the
bush country and in the timber industry,
they are entitled to the best eonditions that
can be given. If men are expected to work
under difficult conditions, it is only reason-
uble to expeet that they should be provided
with decent housing accommodation, good
sanitary arrangements, and good working
conditions generally. It is understood that
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in many cases the arrangements have to be
of a primitive nature. T think Mr. Mann
said that inspections are frequently made
in some parts of the timber industry, or on
some small mills. The information T have
is that it is impossible for the departments
to make these inspections except in a spas-
nmodie manner. There is plenty of evidence
to prove that in the case of the majority
of the mills the only inspection that is
made is the inspection of boilers, as pointed
out by My, Burvill, This occurs ence a year.
XNotive is given ol the proposed inspection;
ihe machinery is stopped, and it is im-
possible for the inspeetor to look at any-
thing except the boiler while he is there.
The industry eovers snch a large area that
it would be almost impossible for one in-
spector to deal with every phase of the
indnstry such as is enumerated in the Bill
before us, or may be referred to in existing
Acts, If that is a fact, and there are see-
tions of the industry which do not come
under existing Aetz, and it iz impossible
tor the depariment {o carry out inspections
thronghout the industry, such as is sng-
wested hy Mr. Mann as being done, the
time has arrived when we should pass a
Taw giving protection to the timber work-
ers,

Hon. W, J. Mann: How would you in-
speet the men in the bush?

ITon. W, H. KITSON: Ways and means
could be found whereby the conditions
under which the men bave to work in the
bush could be inspected, if provision were
made such as is suggested in the Bill,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Do yon
think the Bill would prevent the accidents
vou have mentioned?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: It would prevent
some of them.

Hon. W. T. (ilasheen: Prevention is bet-
ter than cure.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Many instances
have oceurred during the last 132 months
that could be enumerated, in eonnection
with which a fair amount of eompensation
had to be paid, but which could have been
obviated had the Bill been in operation. No
one will deny that.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Hospitals and doctors
get nine-tenths of the compensation that
15 awarded when a man is injured.

Hop. W. H. KITSON: I am not con-
cerned abont that for the moment.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Youn ought to he con-
cerned.
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Hon. W. H. KITSON: I do not thiok it
does work out in that way. Under the
Workers' Compensation Act the employees
are receiving better treatment than they
did. If the statement of the hon. member
is correct, there is room for an amendment
of the Act.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There is.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The departments
say that the yards, the landinugs, the train
or tram lines, do not come under the
Factories or Machinery Department. They
say that even if all the operations of the
industry did come under them, they would
noi have sufticient staf to administer the
Acts. They would require a comprehensive
amendment of the present Acts if it was
desired to put them into operation in the
way desired by the Bill. The argument that
the Bill means duplication of legislation
does not carry much weight. I do not pro-
pose to deal with the regulations. IF mem-
bers are of opinion that they deal with
things which are pot important to the in-
dustry, and that they include restrietions
which would constitute a drawback to it,
there is no reason why they should not point
ont these things in Comnmittee. That is not
an argument against the passing of the
second reading of the Bill. If the Bill be-
comes law it will be in the interests not only
of the employers but of the employees.
Many of the employers would be just as
pleased to make improvements' it defeets
were pointed ont hy the inspector as
the employees would be to work under them.
In some mills certain econdifions exist be-
cause of ignorance as to their existence on
the part of the management. When large
numbers of men are working in the bush un-
der conditions that are wholly undesirable,
we should regard it as our duty to safeguard
them in every way. I will not weary the
House by quoting statisties, but I do want
to make a statement of a somewhat general
nature. For the last two or three years
or even longer every conference of the Tim-
her Workers’ Union, which ¢omprises about
7,000 raembers, has dealt more or less eom-
prebensively with housing accommodation
on the mills, sanitary arrangements, and the
safeguarding required on mills, and all their
appeals in the past have not induced Gov-
ernments to do anything for them. The
present (Government have brought down a
Bill which they believe is in the best inter-
egts of the industry as a whole. 1 think
- it will make for its smoother working, There
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have been many occasions when there has
been a stoppage of work, because the em-
ployers have not Leen prepared to concede
certain conditions, particularly in relation
to the samitary arrangemeats. If the pro-
visions of the Bill become Jaw, anything of
this kind will in future be obviated.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is there any Act shu-
ilar to this in the other States?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: 1 do not know
that there is a similar Act, but 1 know there
are provisions in different Aecis of the var-
ious States that are more drastic than those
comprised in the Bill.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I refer to the Machin-
ery and IFaetories Aects.

Hon, W. H. KITSOXN : It is known to the
department and to the Government that the
provisions of the Aets referred to by Mr. Nich-
olson eannot be applied at present to the tim-
ber industry. It has, theretore, been neces-
sary to bring down the Bill. I hope mem-
bers will agree to pass the second reading.
If they are not in total agreement with the
Bill, they will have an opportunily of alter-
ing it in Committee to their way of think-
ing. T trust the elaims of the employees
will receive serious consideration at the
hands of this Chamber. They are a deserv-
ing scetion of the community. I was sur-
prised to bear one or two members make
disparaging remarks concerning them, such
as “Who inspired this elanse or that clause?”
and so on. From what I have heard in the
Chamher it secms to me that one or two mem-
hers have not been so much coneerned about
providing safeguards for these employees,
such as it is desired they should get under
the Bill, as they have been, as one member
put it, about clipping the wings of the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. .J. Nicholson: I did not hear that
said,

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I did. I appeal
to members to look at the Bill from the
humanitarian point of view, and to be pre-
pared to do for the timber workers what is
done for almost every other section of work-
ers in the State and the Commonwealth.
The conditions under which a man works in
the metropolitan area are eonsiderably bet-
ter than those that could possibly be ob-
tained in the bush. The city worker is cov-
ered by all manner of safeguards, but in
many cases a timber worker is not eovered at
all. Therefore, if we are going to do jmstiee
to those men, we shonld agree fo the Bill
and give them what is asked for under the
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measure. Thus we shall avoid much trouble
which, I firmly believe, will be ecaused in
the future unless the men are covered some-
what on the lines proposed. I trust that the
Bill will pass the second reading, and that
if hon. members have any alterations to
make in it they will make them in Com-
mitte and will be prepared to give good
reasyns why any of the provisions should
not be ineorporated.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [6.1]: I
would have refrained from speaking on the
amendment but for the faet that the mover
of the amendment has urged, as the sole
reason for taking what is considered in this
House a drastic step, that everything the
Bill proposes to do is done by existing Acts.
On close analysis that reason will be found
to be superfirial. Only one existing statute
eovld extend to the timber workers what the
Bill proposes to estend to them, and that is
the Inspertion of Machinery Act.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And the Faetories and
Shops Act.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We will leave the
Factories and Shops Act aside, because it
hardly enters into the question apart from
the health point of view or the air spaece
point of view. The only Aet that could
really benefit the timber workers is the In-
speetion of Machinery Aect.  Accidents do
not occur ag the result of bad sanitation or
bad ventilation, but they do occur as the
result of faulty machinery and laek of in-
spection. T recomnmend that hon. members
before voling on the amendment should ex-
amiue the Inspection of Machinery Act and
ascertain whether there is any sohstance in
Mr. Nicholson’s conteution that that measure
gives practically all the powers of inspection
that are needed. 1 contend that the Inspee-
tion of Machinery Aet is of ton cireum-
scribed an ambit, and that it eannot possibly
in its present form give what is needed by
the timber industry. The Aet in question is
a statnte of 82 seetions, eovering many
phases of industry. Shorn of all verbiage
having no application to the timber industry,
the Aet contains only eight or nine provi-
sions really applving to that industry.

Hon. E. H. Harris: And that is all that
i3 neeessary, becanse those provisions cover
all machinery.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Let me deal with
that point, The Tnspection of Machinery
Act defines what machinery is, and fixes the
age of workers of machinery. It contains
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& provision that notice must be given
before machinery is installed, and that
if in the opinion of an inspeclor it
is neeessary, a guard or protection must
be provided, Further, the Act states that
muchinery shall be inspecied once a year.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Not less than once a
year.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The legal mind is
ingenions. The difference between at least
once a year and not less than once a year is
merely the difference between tweedledum
and tweedledee.

Mr. Harris: What the Aet provides is
equivalent to not less than once a year.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If I had one orange
I ecould say either that I had one orange or
that 1 had at least one orange. That is what
the interpretation amounts to. There is no
obligation whatever on any inspector to im-
spec! machinery more than once a year.

Hon. V. Hamersley: There is nothing to
prevent him from insperting it every day.

Hon. A. J. IL. Saw: Apparently the
minimum beeomes the roazximum,

Hon. J. CORNFELI.: That is what it
amounts to in pracliee,

Han. J, Nicholson: No; that is quite un-
true.

Hon. J. CORNELL: When the Inspee-
tion of Maechinery Aet was before this Cham-
ber as a Bill, reasons were asked for the in-
novations proposed, and the reply was that
amendments were belng made so as to get
revenne and make the Act self-supporting.
T think Mr. Harris will bear me out in that
statement. The faet remains that if under
the Aet there were a roster of inspections
covering all the machinery operated in
Wesfern Ausfralia and providing for more
than one inspection per annum, the depart-
ment’s ledger wonld show an excess on the
expenditure side. One object of the Act is
tv make the expenditure side square with the
revenue side. [ have gone earefully through
the Inspection of Machinery Aet, and, apart
from the few exceptions T have mentioned,
the measure contains nothing that will give
to the timber workers such protection as is
proposed by the Bill. If hon. mmebers will
read the Act they will find that 90 per cent.
of its sections apply in two directions—in-
spectior of hoilers and eranting of engine-
drivers’ certifieates.

Hon, E. H. Harris: Not at all.

Hon. J. CORNELL: At least 80 per cent.
of the sections have one of those two hear-
ings. '
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Hon. J. Nicholson: Head the Act a little

more closely.

Hon. J. CORNUELL: Starting at Clause 20,
which deals with inspection of boilers—

Hon. J. Nicholson: Start at Clause 16.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There are sections
dealing with defeetive machinery and in-
spection of boilers, and then right on to— -

Hon. J. Nicholson: You are missing some
of the most important clauses.

Hon. J. CORNELL: One can go on to
the end practically, and with a few isolated
exeeptions all the provisions refer to inspee-
tion of boilers, testing of boilers, examining
of engine-drivers for certiicates, and the
granting of such certificates, and who shall fire
hoilers and who shall drive engines. Ont of
82 sections ounly about seven or eight can be
of any actual benefit to the timber workers.
Tt is no use tryving to put over me that the
power to inspect boilers ean prove of any
sdvantage to timber workers as a whole.
Boilers are standardised, and the work of
inspection becomes absolofely routine. The
matter of boiler inspection, therefore, can be
put out of consideration altogether as re-
gards this Bill which Mr. Nicholson proposes
to jettison. Whether the measure is passed
or not, boiler inspection will go en, and so
will examination of engine-drivers—and
very rightly, too. Both sre conditions pre-
cedent to the working of the industry, and
they have praetieally no bearing on the risk
to lifc and limb. YWho ever hears of a boiler
blowing up nowadays?

Hon. J. Nicholson: That iz due to the
great care exercized in inspecting.

Hon. J. CORNFELL: Where is the eare as

regards inspection? Where in any part of

the civilised world has a boiler blown up
within the last 20 years?

Hon. E. B. Harris: There has been a case
in Western Australia.

Hon. J. CORRELL: I suppose it was o
farmer’s boiler, which is subject to inspec-
tion every two vears. Not by any stretch
of imagination does the existence of the In-
spection of Machinery Aect operate as &
reason for rejecting this Bill. A question
has been raized as to the number of accidentas
which have oceurred in the timber industry,
Whbat is the position in that respect? To
what source shounld one have recourse to as-
certain the number of accidents? Presum-
ably to the Inspection of Machinery Depart-
ment. What accidents are recorded there®
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Hon. E, H, Harris: The accidents are re-
corded in the department, but no one has
resurrected them yet.

Hon. J, COKNELL: What obligation is
there Lo report accidents to the Lnspection
of Machinery Department? What is an ae-
cident under the Inspection of Machinery
Act? Subsection (2) of Section 50 says—

For the purposes of this section, ‘‘serious
bodily injury’’ shall be such injury as results
in the injured person being disabled from fol-
lowing his or her ordinary cecupation and
ecarning his or her usual rate of remuneration
for a period of two weeks or more.

What about minor accidents? If a man
is incapacitated for as much as 13 days, no
report is put in. I quite agree with Mr.
Burvill’'s views as to a fair caleulation of
the percentage of accidents oceurring in the
tinber industry. Under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act an accident now dates from
the day of injury. Formerly an aceident
dated as from three days afier its oeccur-
rence. The ratio of acgidents in {he timber
industry is not such as some hon. members
have contended, and in the light of all the
eircumstances their contentions are ridicul-
ous. On the basis of 14 days’ disablement,
a reasonable ratio of accidents in the timber
industry cannot be obtained. A reasonable
calculation would be to include all accidents
disabling a worker for three days.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Would you hang up
the mill until somebody ordered it to go
on again?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
interjecting is now passing from the sublime
to the ridienlous. The only thing that under
any Act or under this Bill could bang up a
mill would be a fatal accident. We are now
on the tea adjournment, and I wili content
myself with expressing the hope that the
House will agree to read the Bill a second
time and make any necessary amendments—
some are necessary—in Committee. The Bill
represents a question of prineiple, and I
think the Chamber should extend to that
great body of men who are voiceless here
so far as the vote is concerned, some consid-
eration by granting them a system of in-
spection comparable to that obtaining on our
goldfields.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. J.
W. Hickey—Central—in reply) [7.30]: T
wish briefly to touch upon one or two mat-
ters that have been? brought forward. It
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seems {o me the whole of the opposition
has centred in the inspections and the in-
creased obligations frem a financial stand-
point. To reply to the whoie of the argu-
ments adduced by members would take more
time than at this stage I should fes] justi-
fied in oceupying. It would be a simple mat-
ter to quote the argoments used and reply
to them. But it strikes me as one of the
outstanding features of the debate that those
opposed to the Bill have contended that
those concerned in the industry ought to be
in a position to say just what should be
done in respect of the industry. If that
were the case, one of the wermest support-
ers of the Bill should be Mr. Nicholson him-
self. T want to dissociate myself trom any
insinuation that Mr. Nicholson, having a
finapeial irterest in the industry as a share-
holder in & company, ought not fo take so
prominent a part in considering the Bill.
What does it matter if he has a finanecial
interest in the industry? But there is a
bigger responsibility on the shoulders of
members who, like Mr. Nichclson are inter-
ested in the industry, than there is om the
shoulders of the lay members of the House;
for Mr. Nicholson and others interested in
the industry know the industry, and know
that those employed in it should get a betler
deal than they are getting to-day. That is
why 1 say that these having a financial in-
terest in the industry are under ao obliga-
tion to support the Bill, knowing as they do
the conditions that obtain in the mills to-
day. Mr. Nicholson took me to task for
having said the mill owners were side-step-
ping their obligations. When I said thaf,
I had not Mr. Nicholson in my mind. But
the mill owners are side-stepping their obli-
gations to-day.

Hon. J. Nieholson: I am not aware of
that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Possibly
not. Perhaps the hon. member has not been
advised by his foreman, or by the foreman’s
boss, just as those officials have not advised
the department of accidents that have oc-
curred. That is why I said the mill owners
were side-stepping their obligations; certain
accidents have occurred and have not been
reported. I emphasised that, both when
speaking and, later, by interjection, and I
think sufficient has been said by other mem-
bers to prove conclusively that the mill
owners have side-stepped their obligations.
I have no idea of dealing exhaustively with
the many phases of fhe Bill, but will con-
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fine myself 1o its outstanding features. M.
Nicholson, the prineipal opponent of the
measure, is a mill owner himself, and so his
duty is imperative to see that-those in his
employment are protected.

Hon, J. Nicholson: What about the exist-
ing Acts?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Nobody
knows better than does the hon. membey that
those Acts are dead letters.

Hon. J. Nicholson: There is no reason why
they should be.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The atti-
tude adopted by the opponents of ‘the Bill
has been based on the question of expense.
The Government are prepared to accept
their respenmsibility in that direction. To
put those other Acis into operation would
mean on immense expenditure. The Bill
aims at ohviating that inereased expenditure.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Under the existing Act
it will mean less expenditure.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
Bill be not passed, if the hon. mewmber and
Sir William Lathlain and Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom and others insist upon their sugges-
tions being put into operation, it will cost
the Treasury a huge amount of money. Pos-
sibly, if the Bill be defeated, it will become
necessary to put those suggestions into op-
eration, at whatever eost. The hon. member
suggested inspections by the machinery in-
spectors. Nobody knows better than he does
that those inspections are a farce.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I do not know it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Well,
every member should know if, and none bet-
ter than Mr. Nicholson, who owns a mill
himself.

Hon, J. Nicholson: The inspections of
machinery are very thorough.

The HONORARY MINISTER : There
can be no question about the inspection of
machinery being very tight, That is praeti-
cally the only inspection carried out at the
mills to-day. As the result of the up-to-
date methods adopted by the Inspection of
Machinery Department, the department has
to pive notice to the mill owners, to Mr,
Nicholson or his representative, and in con-
gequence the mill is c¢leared for four or five
days, steam is blown off and the inspector
comes along to inspect the boilers.

Hon, W. J. Mann: That is only for an
insnection of the boilers.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The administration
is at fault.
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The HONORARY MINISTELR: The hon,
member knows that the mill owner has to
be advised in advance. ’

Hon, W. J. Mann: But that is only for
an inspeetion of the hoilers.

The IIONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member knows what powers the machinery
inspeetor has to-day. His inspections are
futile. I am snrprised to hear those inter-
Jjeetions from members representing, one a
goldfields province, and the other a timber
province.

Hon. E. H. Harris :
pretty well.

"The HONORARY MINISTER: And you
ought to support the Bill,

Hon. E. H. Harris: I have said I will
support the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Still the
hon. member implies that there is sunffieient
supervision under the existing Aect to desl
with the industry.

Hon. E. H. Harris: By interjection I said
the administration was at fault. T repeat
it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am not
attempting to defend the administration.
It is not in my department. Still, if the
administration is at fault, Mr. Harris, who
understands fthese things, ought to have
brouneht it to the notice of the (fovernment
or of the department. Mr. Nicholson, who
now complains of the supervision, should
kave drawn aftention to the lack of super-
vision.

Hon. J. Nicholson :
a laek of supervision.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Still, the
implication ix there. It appears to me the
whole of the opposition to the Bill centres
on the inspection.

1lon. J. Nicholson: Ts the Minister aware
that there is not in force in the Kastern
States any Act similar to the Bill

The HONORARY MINISTER: Just the
same, the supervision in Vietoria is much
stricter than it is in this State, and the
mills there are very much smaller than ours
The supervision in the Eastern States is
stricter and more eostly than in this State.
That being 30, we are asking for very litile
under the Bill, All that is being sought
iz that the conditions that obtain under the
Mines Regulation Aet shall apply to the
timber industry. No better case can be ad-
vanced than that which was put up by Mr,
Cornell. Whilst we are prepared to agree
to certain conditions in connection with

I know the Aect

I do not say there is
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certain departments of labour, we deny
them to others. It is a moot point whether
the timber industry is not more dangerous
for those engaged in it than is the mining
industry. Those who have had experience
of both will say that perhaps the timber
industry is the more dangerous of the two.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Not at all.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr,
(Hasheen eomplained of that portion of the
Bill that provides for the removal of trees
overhanging a railway track. The Bill only
aims to give power to frame regulations to
acal with questions such as that. The hon.
member knows that overhanging trees and
limbs of trees are freyuently a source of
danger, and that the people who shounld re-
move them are too lazy te do so.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You will find over-
hanging trees on country roads.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Qunite so,
We should frame regulations to deal with
eountry roads.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom :
about the cost?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The cost
would be very light. We know that over-
hanging some of the timber lines there are
frequently to he found trecs that are half
burnt out. OFf course, it is nobody’s job to
remove them, and they are not removed
until a tragedy oceurs.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You will find such
trees on many country roads.

The TTONORARY MINISTER: Yes, but
two wrongs do not make a right, We have
the opportunity now to deal with the mat-
ter, and power is songht to frame resula-
fions possibly to save loss of life by the
removal of dangerous trees. Therefore
there is no necessity to camounflage the
jssue, as is being done, There are many
rhases of the question that eounld be dealt
with at length and there are wany replies
that cocld be made to quest.ons that have
been raised hv memhers during the cenvrse
of the debate. The most effective reply
that can be made is that the Bill aims solely
at the eorrect supervision of the industry,
and anyone tiat views the position from
any other standpoint must have strong
reason for his objeection. The principal
objections against the Bill have been raised
by 8ir Edward Wittenoom and Mr. Nichol-
son. Both those gentleman are .au fait with
the industry, and that being so we should
take their objections serionsly. The
speeches made by both are indelibly im-

‘What
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pressed on my mind, word for word almost,
and I bave Lo think serionsly before taking
exception to their statemenis. There are,
however, certain obligations on both those
hon. members in the way of leading this
Chamber to assume that all that the Bill
aims at is the safeguarding of life and limb.
Therefore the Bill should have iheir hearii-
est support instead of their condemuation.
Perhaps they may have been misled to a
certain extent that in the event of the Bill
going through, some harsh measures may be
put into operation. I wish to say eandidly
that if the Bill goes through, an army of
iuspectors will not be appointed. Work-
men's inspectors will be appointed and they
will be elected by the workmen themselves,
exactly as is done in connection with the
mining indugtry. If Mr. Nicholson has any
objeetion to that procedure he should also
objeet to the existence of inspectors under
tke Facfories and Shops Aet and the Mines
Regulation Aect.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The inspectors will
eome under the Faetories Aet, Machinery
Act, and all the others,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Nothing
cf the kind, and the hon. member knows it
well. He knows that the powers possessed
by the inspectors under the Faclories Aect
apply merely to a bit of dust. Those in-
spectors cannot insist on anything con-
r.ected with the proteetion of life and limb
in the timber indusiry. The hon. member
is putting up a smoke sereen, and he has
been doing so ever sinece the introduetion
of the Bill. He knows well that the inspee-
tors he has referred to are powcerless.

Hon, J. Nicholson: They are not power-
less. '

The HONORARY MINISTER: If they
are nof, it will require a considerable sum
of money to give them the additional
powers. We have no desire to em-

bark on huge expenditure. Members,
too, object to expenditure in any such
direetion. Under the Bill, health in-

spectors will attend to tke duties that
will come within their scope, and the
machinery inspectors will look after
their particular Quties also. There will
be no duplieations. Tt is nof necessary
to say very much more in reply, but one
eould go on and elaborate on the statements
that have been made. I conld unload
numerous reports that have been written in
respect of the mills thronghout the State.
T am not quite sure that some of those re-

(COUNCIL.]

rorts do not directly apply to the mill
owned by Mr. Nicholson, I shall refrain
from sounding a jarring note, but that hon.
member has attacked the Bill in such a way
that I am impelled to say I bave a report
of a condemnatory nature regarding vari-
ous mills, and it would be a rash statement
if T said that the hon. member’s mill was
not one of the worst. The hon. member has
an opportunity to investigate the reports.
“Let him who is without sin, cast the first
stone.” Mr. Nicholson was the principal
attacker, and when he leads an attack in
opposition such as he has done, he should
be in a position to see that he is well en-
frenched. I gay he is not well entrenched.
There are very few mills that ecan stand the
close serntiny that should be given them,
The Bill, I repeat, merely aims at ordinary
supervision, and nobody will possibly eavil
at that. If anyone i running an industry,
he should not rais~ any opposition to in-
spection. That is all that the Bill seeks t»
do. Why all this opposition to it I fail to
understand. Strange to say, supervision
of the timber industry has been lacking to
e great extent, The facts are not hard to
understand until one comes to bandle a
proposition such as this. It is realised then
why those who are so closely associated
with the indnstry raise so much opposition
to legislation of this nature. I appeal to
ru~mbers to carry the sezond reading, and I
repeat that the only opposition that has
been raised has come from mill owners who
appear to he afraid of inspection, When
fie Bill reaches the Committee siage, it
may be necessary to make some amend-
ments, but in that direction 1 hope mem-
hers will be feniently disposed.

Amendment (six months) put and nega-
tived.

Questior put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time,

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS® ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [8.0], in moving the second read-
ing said: This is a short Bill but rone the
less an important one. Tt i3 one in which I
am personally interested. The Bill will eom-
mend itself to hon. members generally, be-
cause it is prompted entirely by unselfish and
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worthy motives. The primary object of the
Bill is to establish a Chair or Faculty of
Law at the University, It may be said that
in every country of any importance that pos-
gesses & University there is usually a Chair
of Law or other facilities provided for the
study of law, Unfortunately or fortunately,
law enters into every department of our
activities.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Some people cannot
even die without the assistance of the law,

Hon. J. Cornell: Is it not of assistance
in comnection with arrivals?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Even after a per-
son is dead the assistance of the law is in-
voked from time to time.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Divine or statutory
law?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Perhaps hoth, We
possess a University, but we have no Chair
of Law. The same may be said of other pro-
fessions, notubly that of medicine. I hope the
day is not far distant when we shall be able
to provide facilities at our University for the
qualification of the men and women of this
State in other professions. The result of the
sbsence of these facilities from our Univer-
sity activities is that many of our students
who are desirous of gaining the highest
qualifications in the professions they may
wish to enter, find it necessary to go abroad
or at least outside the State, to complete
their edueation. It is, therefore, for the
benefit of the eommunity generally that ef-
forts shall be made in the directivn indi-
cated in the Bill. The measure originated as
the result of a meeting of legal practitioners
beld some months ago. The meeting unani-
mously expressed itself in favour of the es-
tablishment of a Chair of Law, and of con-
tributions being made by members of the
profession towards the cost of the Chair. It
was further resolved that power should be
given to the Barristers’ Board to accomplish
that end, and the matter was referred to a
sub-committee. Following upon that, a de-
putation waited upon the Premier who lemi
& very sympathetic ear to the deputation.
The total cost of esteblishing this Chair will
be somewhere in the wicinity of £1,300 or
£1,400 per annum. To that amount, £500
will be contributed from the sources indi-
cated in the Bill. Should there he any sur-
plus, that surplus will be devoted to
the other purposes mentioned in the Bill,
to which T shall briefly make reference. The
surplus will be used particularly in extend-
ing the Law Library, which is a very import-
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ant adjunet of the profession. It is more
than ever essential that the Law Library
shall be maintained at a high standard, buf
that is a somewhat costly undertaking. I
will explain briefly the main provisions of
the Bill. I would draw attention to Clause 1
and to the fact that I have on the Notice
Paper an amendment to it, that T will move
when we deal with the measure in Commit-
tee. I propose to add to Clause 1 the words
“snd shall come into operation on o day to
he fixed by proclamation.” The reason for
that amendment is that nntil the whole of the
arrangements sre finalised, it will be impos-
sible to give effect to the Bill. There are cer-
tain preliminaries that have to be pone
through, hence the amendment. Clanse 2 pro-
vides a definition of a “certified practitioner”
and is self-explanatory. Clauses 3 and 4 con-
stitute the main part of the Bill. In the ex-
isting Aet there are certain -provisions re-
garding the period to be served by articled
clerks, and an amendment is suggested in
Clause 3. It will be found that Clanse 4 sets
out how the money will be applied. Ii
reads:—

All moneys received by the board under this

Act shall be applied as follows:— (1) For the
purposes of carrying ont the provisions hereof
and of the rules; {2) For the payment of the
sum of £500 in each year to the University
of Western Australia as a contribution towards
the establisking and maintaining of a Chair
of Law. Any sum remaining in the hands
of the Board on the 30th day of June each
year beyond the sum of £100 may be applied
by the Board for the purposes of the Law
Library.
In Clause 5 a proviso was added in another
place and it has been found neecessary to
amend it slightly., The proviso that was in-
serted reads as follows:—

Provided that the words so added phall not
apply to Westorn Australian residents who, at
the time of the coming into operation of this
Act, ghall have already entered themselves as
students at any of the Inns of Court in Eng-
land,

It was proposed by the first portion of
Clause 5 to make certain provision for
barristers who come to Western Australia
from one or other of the Inns of Court
of England or Ireland. As was explained in
the Legislative Assembly, barristers come
from England and Ireland or from else-
where overseas, and are entitled to claim
admission by virtue of their qualifications, Tt
is eommon knowledge, however, that the
qualifications required for barristers in Eng-
land and certain other places are some-
what different from the qualifieations
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required for practitioners here. In order
that s person may become qualitied to prae-
tice law here, it is Necessarv that a certain
period shall be served under artieles. Thus
a man who qualifies here gains rot only office
experience but vourt experience as well. On
the other hand, men who come here from
oversea as qualiied barristers have not had
that advantage and many of the practitioners
here liave been enrolled as students of the law
at one of the Inns of Court. By performing
the tunctions reguired and passing cerfain
examinations they become gualified, althongh
they are without actua! cxperience in the
practive of the law, It was considered ad-
visable to insert the provision that anyone
coming here qualified as a harrister and
applying for admission should have at least
two vears’ standing. That would assure
that the barrister seeking admission would
have had some practical . experience in the
practice of the law, That was a wise amend-
ment. During the discussion in the Assembly,
however, it was recognised that there are a
nuamber of youngz men from this State who had
alrendy dectded to take up the law as a
profession. Some had pone Home as Rhades
Scholars and these young men had beecome
enrolled as students at one or other of the
Tons of Court. Tt was recognised that it
would be unfalv to make the position of
those persoms less favourable than that of
others. Aecordingly the proviso T have re-
ferred 1o was added. An exawmination of
the wurling  of  (he proviso diseloses
that there will be some diflienlty regarding
interpretation. Tt was inserted hurviedly te
meet the expresed wish of one hon. mem-
ber. The difficulty arises in the interpreta-
tion of the phrase “Western Australian resi-
dent=.” It is known in law that a man
may he domielled in a State and yet not be
resident in that State. [f any hon. member
has his fixed domeile here and goes away to
another conutry temporvarily, he still remains
domiciled in Western Australia although not
resident here. On the other hand, if a man
comes here temporarily, he mny be resident
but not domieciled. He retaing his domicile
in the country of Lis origin or adoption.
In order to overcome that diffienlty T have
an qmmendment on the Notice Paper to strike
out the reference to Western Australian re-
sidenis who have entered themselves at Inns
of Court and I prepose to insert the words
as set ont on the Notice Paper. That will
make suflicient provision for young men
who have gone to the Old Country to
qualify.

CCOUNCIL

Hon. J. Corpell: What ahout New Zea-
land!

Hon. J. XICHOLSOXN: The New Zea-
lander who goes through a certain course is
entitled under the Aet to Ly admitted. I
present the Bill, feeling it is one that will
commend itself to members, and I trust it
will receive unanimous support. I move—

TEat the Bill be now read a second time,

HON, A LOVEEKIN (Metropolitan)
{816]: 1 am glad that this Bill has been
introduced beeause it is on lines that I ad-
voeated o session or two ago when I intro-
duced a Bill to help those who desired to
enter the legal profession but who found
themselves confronted by many obstacles.
That Bill was not agreed to. Therefore I
weleome this Bill sceing that it follows on
somewhat similar lines. [ understand the
practitioners are going to pay a sum per
annum towards the cstablishment of a chair
at law at the University. The amount to
he puid to the University is limited to £5600.
I think that clanse should be amended so
that provision may be made for an amount
of not less than £300, beexuse in course of
time, as the population inereazes, there may
he many students at the University and in-
stead of one professor being necessary, two
or more pay be required, At any rate, as
population and student< inerense, the charge
will he greater and I doubt whether £500
wilt he sufficient. Nor will my proposal be
any undue tax upon the practitioners, be-
canse if more funds are requived, there will
be more practitioners to pay. Therefore,
the. sum of £500 should not be limited fo-
all time. The amount to he paid should be
diseretionary, and we might well provide
a minimum of £300 to begin with. If the
hon. member has no objection, I shall move
for the insertion of the words “not less
than.”

Hon. J. Nicholson: Very well.

Hon. A. LOVERIN: The latter part of
Suheclanse 2 of Clause 5 makes articles eom-
pulsory practically for two years. T sup-
pose it is necessary for even a barrister to
learn how to serve a writ or file an affi-
davit, bnt T think two years is much too
long. Tt a student passes the Umversity
examination and does one jear of articles,
that should be sufficient for one who is nof
moing to praetise as a solicitor but is going
to devote his attention to the bar. If a
student has had a University course nnd can-
not learn in a vear all there is to be learnt
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about (he serving of writs and Afiling
of affidavits, he wil not be of
much value to the bar. 1 shali move

to make the period ome year. 1 think we
should encourage all members of the com-
munity to aspire to higher positions and
higher callings. We talk about our splendid
education system, but our system is not as
good as the system in Japan. Here we find
sehools of mixed classes—children in the pos-
session of full mentality and children of
indifferent mentality. In Japan the child-
ren arve separated. There the mentally defi-
cient is not found in the same school as the
mentally ellicient, beeause those in the one
category hold hack the others. In addition
to separale schools for the mentally defi-
cicnt, there are special sehools for the blind,
special schools for the dumb and speecial
schools for the deaf. In the secondary
schools ene of the compulsory subjeets for
three years is the English languange, three
hours per day heing preseribed for males
and two lours for females. English is the
only language that i= compulsory, and the
information usuaily fonnd in year-books is
published in English.” In the second-
ary schools the State steps Im and
ascertains  the aptitude of the child-
ren for partieular callings. When child-
ren are found to he speecially apt, the
State takes them in hand and helps them
towards their goal.

Hon. J. Cornell: Your eould very well up-
ply that principle to the Perth Boys' Sehool.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN - Terhaps so. The
State goes even further. When youths,
after leaving a secondarv school, have ob-
tained employment, for instance as clerks in
bhanks, ete., and are found to have special
aptitnde for banking and finance, the State
sends them away to England and the Con-
tinent to learn the meihods there. When I
travelled from Kohe to Colombo there were
two young men going to l.ondon, at the ex-
pense of the Japanese Crovernmeni, supple-
mented by their respective banks, in order
to learn British banking mwethods. They
were intelligent voung men.

The PRESTDENT: Thc hon. member has
not yvef connected his remarks with the Bill

Hon. A. TLOVERIN: T am just going to
do so. I am saying what is being done in
Japan to assist voung men who have an
aptitude for a particalar ealling. Tn thisz
State, under a measnre soch as the Bill now
hefore us. yonne men with an aptitnde for
law should receire assistance from the State
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to continue their University course and
seeure admission to the bar. The same should
apply to young men wilh an aptitude for
medieine. That would be going a step fur-
ther than this Bill proposes, but I think it
would be a wise thing to do. Mr. Nicholson
proposes to move an amevdment with regard
to domieile. I am not sure that even his
amendment will be adequate. I take it that
no person can be domiciled in two places at
the one time. 1f'a man ronains in England
for one day over six months, he iz regarded
as beinz domieiled in England.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That would not alter
his domicile of origin. That is only for
taxation purposes.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: Yes. After six
wmontlis a man i= regarded as being domiciled
in England and is subject to taxation.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is so.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: L wish fo ensure
that the words proposed io be inserted will
make the position quite clear T have plea-
sure in supporting the second reading.

On motion by Hon. A. J. H. Saw, debata
adjourned.

BILL—ROYAL AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

Second Iteading.

Debate resumed from he 25th November.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan) [8.25]: As one wio has been asso-
ciated with the Royal Aowcultural Society
for a long time, I am pleased that the sug-
gestion made many years ngo for the intro-
duetion of 2 measure of this deseription has
at last been given effect én, The socicty are
arateful to the Governmeni for having made
it a Government measure, It was felt that
unless the Government sponsored the Bill,
it might not receive the support to which it
was entitled.  The members of the Royal
Agricultural Society have always been loyal
to the Government. They do not recognise
any partv, bat thev give therr loyal support
to the Government. Their great object is
to secure the developmenl of azrieniture.
Now that this Bill has been Introduced. they
feel that their work for and on hehalf of
the State througl all the years has at length
been recormnised. T an anthorised to say that
the members are donly grateful to the Gov-
crnment for having given them this consid-
eration. Afiliation has been in the air for
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a long time. Back in 1907, when Sir James
Mitchell was Minister for Agriculture, be
addressed a large gathering of agriculturists
and made the following statement:—

I am very glad to have this opportunity of
meeting the delegates from tle various socie-
ties throughout the State, and I aw much
obliged to the chairmun and to the secretary
for their kind remarks about myself, If T deo
interest myself in any movemvnt that makes
for the good of an industry, I bear in mind
that the State generally will ‘benefit. Agrienl-
tural sovieties do an immense amount of good,
but that might be largely inereased by better
management. For that reason, at a meeting
of the Northam Agricultural Society some 12
months ago, I suggested that we should set
& movement going which would result in the
various societies affiliating. With this ohjeet
in view, we approached the Roynl Agricultural
Bociety, and I think our thanks are due to
them for our prescnce here to-day. With re
gard to the general scheme, T approve of it
or T should not have allowed the circular to go
out bearing on it my mark of approval. Tt
ghould he that every show should provide in
every class an object lesson, which I am sure
has often been missed in the nast through
faunlty judeing, and many socicties too, have
plso offered prizes for classes other than pure
bred. These two things alone ave sufficient to
justify affilintion of all societies. On the
printed eirenlar we find that the first thing
mentioned is the court of appeal. 1 am en-
tirely in accord with that. At the same time
the Government who provide a subsidy of
some £4,000 are justified in saving that the
judging at shows shall be as nearly correct as
possible; but it would be of no nse protesting
or appealing unlesz you knew vou could in
some way reverse the deecision of the judge.
The only way then is to apveal to some recog-
nised authoritv, and T think that the appeal
should he to the Royal Agrienltwral Society,
beeause it i3 composed of men who are right
at the top of the tree in connecetion with this
business, and apart from that, if yon are to
have this court of appenl. it will be of no nse
appealing uwnless it ia to he final. With re-
gard to the fixing of show dates. 1ast vear there
were three shows held on the same date within
a few miles of Perth. This is entirely wrong,
becanse it follows that the subsidy provided by
the Government did not do the work it might
bave done if the shows had been held on dif-
ferent days. Then T was prevented from at-
tending more than one of these shows. T am
determined that there shall not ba a repetition
of this. Show suhsidies must at least do the
work we expeet of them, and T am determined
that there shall not again he anv elashing.

Hon, H, Stewart: Has he heen brineing
in the Bill ever.since?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: No, a Bill
was drafted bnt it was not introduced.
Why, I cannot say. The society, however,
have been ecarrying on under the draft
measure and have done good work. Re-
cently it was again fonnd neressary to ask

[COTUNCIL.]

for legislation. Whea affiliation was first
thought of there were some 20 societies in
existence, and these were represented at
the meeting to which I have referred.
Since then the namber of societies in the
Siate has increased to 63. On behalf of
tke Royal Society and these 63 societies, 1
zm asked to express thanks for the intro-
dnetion of the Bill. The ecouncil regret
that the Minister could not see his way to
accept the draft Bill that was handed over
to him by the Premier, to whom we pre-
sented a petition that it should be intro-
duced as a QGovernment measure. The
conneil  feel somewhat worried about
Clauses 6 aud 7, and through their solieitor
ask for amendments which I will explain
laler. T trust tbat the Minister, whom I
huve been assisting as far as possible on
behalf of the society, will not conclude that
1 have let him down. Mr. Ashton said to-
day that if these clauses were carried, the
society would not give tlkeir sanction
to the Bill I will explain why I
think the Minister is asking too much by
the Bill, and why I think he is not being
fair to the council or to the country
gncieties, In its work in the State the Royal
Agricultural Society has been endeavouring
in uplift agrieulture in many ways. For
several years it has brought judges from
the Ilgstern States with a view fo incresas-
ing the value of the edueational side of the
Royal Show. This is of use to the sons of
Tarmers and students generally, who ecan
set into tonch with these experts.

Hon. H. Stewart : T think the Royal
Sneiety has rather fallen down on that job.
The practice has been put into operation
in one year and not in another, and this
has led to disappeintment.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: The Min-
isfer says that the main ohject of the Bill
i to avoid clashing of dates, and to regu-
lote the conduct of societies generally.
Some agrienltural societies have been faced
with trouble by reason of some member
taking aetion with which the soeiety eounld
rot deal. An appeal has been made to the
Royal Soeiety to support the country
organisafions in disciplining o member for
transgression of the rules, but the parent
organisation kas been obliged to announce
that it could not do anything in the matter,
14 is neeessary that such a state of affairs
<hould be reviewed. One of the country
societies eircularised the other country
societies and asked that affiliation should be
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kv ought about. It was stated that if such
conditions were allowed to eontinue chaos
would result, and that power must be
vested in some body to see that the
disciplining of any person for breach of the
riles was carried out. Not only do country
societies clash, but it is sometimes found
that an application is made to form a
soeiety, and if the application were granted
this wouid operate to the disadventage of
another society already in existence, but
which found it difficult to carry on. That
is one of the weaknesses of giving too
many affiliation permits to the country dis-
triets. It may tend to the ereation of too
mapy societies, and may prevent the educa-
tional and soeial side of their activities
heing properly earried out. QOne gentleman
venpeeted with the couneil told me that if
tlhe societies affiliate with the Royal Agri-
cultural Society and work under its rules,
they will be able to exhibit only pedigreed
stock. That is not s0. True, the funection
ol the Royal Agricunltural Society, which is
tne parent body, is to allow the exhibition
at Claremont of pedigreed stock only. In
the case of country societies this is purely
4 domestic matter, though it is hoped that
in time they will be ahle to enforee the
same conditions in this respect as are in
feree at the Royal Show. The parent body
does oot intend to exercise that power. 1n
the beginning of iis career it could not in-
sist on the exhibition only of pedigreed
stock, because it would have ceased to exist
at that time. We know that eountry shows
cannot get a decent exhihit of pure bred
stock, and it has therefore been left to
couniry societies to make their own
domestie arrangements so far as these ex-
libits are concerned. The Department of
Agriculture have repeatedly drawn atten-
ticn to a danger that lies in this practies,
Some unsophisticated buyer may purehase
a beast at one of these country shows in the
belief that it iz a pedigreed animal, whercas
it is only a graded arimal. The animai
is then passed on o someone else as
being pure bred, beeause it won a prize at
a country show. Later on it is hoped that
it will be possible for only pedigreed stock
to be shown at important country centres.
It would be manifestly wrong to endeavounr
to impose such restrietions at present, and
it is net intended to do so. It has been held
that affiliation with the Royal Agricaltural
Society will very often spoil the chances of
other societies doing good work in
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particular sestiuns. 1 refer to other
then agrieultural sogieties, namely horti-
cultural, pouliry and dog societies. Thesa
have never been considered by the Royal So-
ciety except as sections, The parent
body bas made' a practice of asking
these smaller societies to make sugges-
tions with regard to the schedule, and to ap-
point their own judges and stewards for their
sections. That is being done now. The de-
finition of agricultural societies is vne ap-
pertaining to agricultural and big stock.
The outside lines to which I have referred
certainly make a fine feature at the Clare-
mont show ground, but they are separate
societies and not comprehended in the Bill,
The Chief Secretary: That is so.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: There has
been muoch criticism in the matter. It is felt
that the Royal Scciety will have some hold
over them, but that is not intended. It
merely asks them to assist in the making
up of the schedule, and to find stewards to
run their particular sections at the show
grounds. Sir James Mitchell had a good
deal to say about bonuses. It is not mow
necessary to consider them with regard to
affiliation proposals, because bohuses are not
now being paid by the Government. The
complaint of Sir James Mitchell, as to the
money being wasted, falls to the ground.
Every member will recognise that with the
returning prosperity of Western Australia
and the necessity for developing the Stale
along the best lines, and of having the best
stock imported from time to time, it may
yet be necessary for the Government to re-
new these bonuses and assist development
through these societies. The best way to
as¢ist in this matter is to help country soc-
ties as well as the Royal Agricultural Soe-
iety. It would be wise to have this arrange-
ment working smoothly so that the best re-
sults may acerue from the returning pros-
perity of which I have spoken. When an
application for affiliation is made it is
usually considered on the basis of each soe-
iety being required to be 25 miles from nn-
other, There have been instanees in which
societies have existed much nearer to each
other than that, Every case is investigated
and the claims of societies already in exis-
tence are taken into consideration. Affilia-
tion is not granted until all these matters
have been inauired into. This has alwavs
been the practice and will continue to be the
practice. When an affiliation is granted it
18 given temporarily with the objeet of find-
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ing out whether the society ¢an exist or not.
I have known of cases where the permit has
been extended for a period of three years,
because during the first two years the soc-
iety was not able to make great headway.
The charge las been wade that the power
of withdrawipg the right to hold a show of
that description is restrictive, but the socivty
have shown no tendency in that dirvection.
The last body to make application for affilia-
tion is the group settlement of Uatterick,
who have been accepted on the usual terms.
Admittedly it will be some time before they
can put up a deeent show. Members of the
Royal Agrienltural Show regard this matter
not so much from the educational as from
the social side, which is of equal value with
the edueational. The gathering together of
the people is an important factor in making
conntry life happy. Another benefieial fea-
ture of the work of the Royal Agricultural
Society is the co-operation with raecing and
trotting ¢lubs throughout the State. At one
time the racing and trotting dates wsed to
clash with the dates of agricultural socie-
ties, depriving these of the opportunity ot
having successful shows, The Royal Agri-
cultural Society approached the raeing and
trotting bodies and were able to arrive at
an arrangement for mutnal understanding
regarding dates. Thus clashing was avoided,
or else co-operation was arranged. Such
co-operation has, to my knowledge, taken
place on numerous oecasions. I advance
these consideration as some reason for be-
lieving affilinfion to be a good thing. West-
tern Australia, if the Bill passes, will be the
first State to enforee afliliation. [ may add
that affiliation is believed to be necessary
in the other States, which are watching the
results of this attempt—especially Queens-
land and Victoria. The Federal Government
have been moving recently to belp agrieul-
ture in the various States by establishing
and sabsidising a berd-testing scheme. The
feeling is that the agricultural socicties ean
give the Federal Government and the State
Agricnltural Department great assistance in
this respect. I am pleased to say arrange-
ments have just been completed whereby
Western Australia  will receive from the
Federal Government assistance to the extent
of £70 per testing unit. We have about
sever units in this State. 1 refer
now particularly to milking ecows, the
testing of which will prove of great
advantage tc the dairying industry
here. In asking members to aceept my
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amendment to Clause G, I wish to give them
an iden of bow that clause duplicates the
work ot the couneil of the Hoyal Agrienl-
tural Society, and also an idea of the eoun-
eil's reasons for feeling dissatisfied with
the clanse. The couneil is composed of 20
members, whose name. and places of resi-
dence I will give—2r. J. W. Broun, Bever-
ley; Mr. W. G. Burges, York; Mr. R. Car-
roll, York; Mr. G. C. Rose, York; Mr. C,
J. Roberts, Moora; Mr. P. H. Harper,
Moora; Mr T. H. Wilding, Northam; My, H,
N. Higham, Narrogin; Mr. J. Deane Ham-
mond, Kellerberrin; Mr. J. A. Maisey, Dow-
erin; Mr. Allan Jones, Dowerin; Mr. V. H.
P. Spencer, Wougan Hills; Mr, J. D. Pater-
son, Pinjarra; Mr. (i. A. W. Piesse, Wagin;
Mr. H V. Piesse, Kalunning (retired, elec-
tion pending); Mr. R, H. Rose, Bunbury;
Hon. Edwin Rose, Bumbury, In addition, the
president of the Royal Agyrienltural Society
is Mr. M. T. Padbury, who ean be considered
an agriculturist though he now lives in the
metropelitap arvea. There are also Mr. Wil-
liam Padbury, Mr. Gilham, and Mr, Loton,
of Upper Swan, who are concerned in agri-
culture. Thus some 20 out of 30 members
of the council are recruited from the conntry
districts. Moreover, some of them are presi-
dents or vice-presidents of country agricul-
tural societies to-day. Clause ¢ of the Bill
provides—

Uniform by-laws governmg all registered
agricnltural socistics and the members thereof
shall be made, and may be revoked, altered or
amcnded by the council of the Royal Agrieul-
tural Society and delegates of the repgistered
agrieultural societies, present and meeting to-
gother, at a conference convened from time
to time by the Royal Agricultural Society.
The Minister has told the Tonse there are
60 agricultural societies, The actua! number
is 63. In addition to members of the eounecil
of the Royal Agricultural Society who now
represent the country, a delegate from each
of the country societies will be able to ap-
pear at council meetings to deul with some
particular guestton. thus stultifving the con-
sidered thought and action of members of the
council, Thus the work done in the couneil
will be at least dupliented, if not stoltified.
That is why I ask for the support of mem-
bers to the suggestions put up by the Royal
Agricultoral Society through their solicitor.
Ii is only fair that the delegates from eoun-
try societies should be limited to one eseh.
In that way number and quality would be
equalised,

Hon. H. Stewart: Have you anything to
say regarding Subelanse 3 of Clanse 6%
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Hon. J. M., MACFARLANI: No objec-
tion is taken to that provision. The second
provise fo Subelanse 3 of Clause 3 reads—

Provided also that, in any case, therc shall
be an appeal to the Minister from the refusal
by the Royal Agricultural Society to register
any society, club, assoeiation, or other body
of persons, and effect shall bo given by the
Royal Agrieultural Socicty to the -dgeision of
the Minister if the appeal is allowed and regis-
tration iz directed.

Thus the Minister has a great measure of
-eontrol.

Hon. H. Stewart:
tration.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: [ have no
doubt that any interest the BMinister may
take in agricultural soeiety matters will be
‘weleomed. I am glad that the Bill is before
the House, and I support the second reading.
T trust that the leader of the House will re-
«ognise that the Royal Agricultural Sceiety,
in asking for these amendients, are merely
asking for a fair thing. I hope, too, that the
amendments in question will be accepted.

Only as regards regis-

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
{8.55]: T agree with other members that the
object of the Bill is to obtain organisation
throughout the agricultural indusiry. As re-
gards the elause referred to by Mr. Macfar-
lane, we vuzht to give it full consideration. T
hope that the hon. member, after placing his
amendments on the Notice Paprr and thus
affordine apportunity for their considera-
tion, will come prepared for a ful! disens:
sion. T aerept Mr. Maefurlane’s statements
regarding the constitution of the Roval Agri-
eultnral Society, but T may say that I have
been an aliiliated delenpate to the annual con-
ferenee for the last four or five years, and
that my experience is that eountry delegates
under the presznt system can express desires
but do not exercise much influence.
They are in ihe same position a5 the body
of convoration associated with the Univer-
sity of Western Australia. Convocation ean
consider legislalion which has heen recom-
mended by the Senate of the University
and ean jais< opinions on it, but have no
power to inifiate lezi-lilion or to dis-
allow legislation connected with the TUni-
versity. The position of societiex affiliated
with the Roval Agrienltural Soeiety is
very similar. They are in various stages
of development, and delegates who eome
to the annual conference arrive at cerfain
decisions. Tn the past those deeistons
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have received some consideration, and have
been the subject of correspondence. But Mr.
Mactarlane will, 1 think, agree that there has
not been much practical result from those
conferences cxeept as regards fixing the
dates of shows. Unfortunately, the confer-
ences have been marked by a great searcity
of attendance on the part of members of the
council of the Lioval Agricultural Society. I
think the largest number of memhers of the
council present has been three. When dele-
gates from aftiliated societies attend, one may
certainly expeet a larger attendance of coun-
cil members than is represented by 10 per
cent. The clanse to which My, Macfarlane
has divected attention deals with by-laws.
Those by-laws may beecome of great import-
anee to many of the outside societies, parti-
cularly in connection with pure-bred stock.
The afMilinted societies do not wish by any
means to be placed in a posiiion to outvote
the Roval Agrieultural Society; bLunt the
clause should he faiv to the affiliafed societies
ax well as to the Royal Agvieultural Society.
I consider it better to express at this stage
any information members may have than to
defer giving it until the Bill i+ in Committee.

On motion by Hon. IT. J, Yelland, debate
adjonrned.

BILL-METROPOLITAN MARKET.
Second Reuding.

Debate resumed from the 25th November.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hickev—UCentral—m reply) [9.0]:
There is not much in reply io he said to the
various speeches. Apparently all members
are agreed on the principle of eentral mar-
keting, although there is some divergence of
opinion as to who shonld control the mar-
kets. .\l will agree with the necessity for
the Bill. Jud=~ing bv the 1mendments out-
lined on the Natice PPaper, couite a lot wil!
he =aid in Committee, and s T will not now
refer to those proposed amendments. It is
not intended to take the Bill into Committee
to-night, as T wnderstand several members
who wish to have somethinr to say in Com-
mittee are not here this evening. Whatever
else may be done, I hope that in Committee
the prineiple of the Bill wili be adopted,
and that its main features will be adhered
to.

Question pnt and passed.
Rill read a second fime,
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To Refer to Select (‘ommittee.

HON, 8IR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [¢#2]: I move—

That the Bill be referred to a select com-
mittee consisting of the Hon. J. M. Macfar-
lane, Hon. V. Hamersley, Hon. E. H. Gray,
Hun H, Seddon and the mover, and that the
committee have power to c¢call for persons,
papers, and records, to¢ adjourn from place
to place, and to sit on days on whick the
House stands adjourned.
I desire that the Bill should be referred to
a select committee beecause of the many mis-
statements and misrepresentations that have
been made in respect of control by the Perth
City Council. Only & select committee could
deal with them all. During the debate Mr,
Nicholson referred to the unanimity that
marked all the eirculars received from the
various assoeiations. T liave here onme of
those circulars sent out by the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. Tt bas the appearance of
baving been broadeast to a pumber of organ-
isations. It has been done on so large s
geale that it is mot even sizned by the gen-
eral manager, bnt merely bears his stamp.
Mr. Velland made certain statements during
the debate. He withdrew scine of them, but
not all of them. Referring to the letter pub-
lished by the Mayor of Purth he distinetly
said the Westralian Farmers Lid. were not
in any way connected with the Fruit Pro-
dueers’ Associntion. When replying to the
statement as to the raising of the percentage
for the selling of fruit he said—

Two of the gentlemen who are directors of
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., were also share-
holders and directora in the Producers’ Mar-

kets in the same way as I might happen to
hold shares in two companies not associated.

He went on to say they were not associated
in any way with the Westralian Farmers.
T have here a schedule issued by the Osborne
Park Agricultural Seciety. It contains an
advertisement for the P-udneers’ Markets
Ltd., assoeinted with the Wostralian Farmers
Ltd. T have here also anuther advertisement
published in the “Produeers’ Review” in
which the Producers’ Marlets Ltd., Perth,
is shown to be associated wiit: the Westralian
Farmers Titd. 1n additiecn 1 have here a
recod of the shareholders in the Associated
Fruitzrowe+s, as follows: “The Associated
Fruiterowers 5,500 sharee, the Westralian
Farmers Ltd, 500 shares, C. W. Harper
one sahve, A. C. R. Loaring ome share,
Owen Sna-ks of Brirleetown one share, John
MeNeil Martin, Mt. Barker, one share, and
the execviors of the late lasil Murray one
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share.” 1 regret that such a definite state-
ment should bave been made by the hon.
member, for it entirely nusled the House
There was no doubt left in the minds of
members when My, Yeltand said the West-
ralian Farmers Ltd. were not in any way
connected with the Produvers’ Markets. 1
stressed, and Mr. Nicholson stressed, (he
stmilarity between the circulars and the re-
plies received from the various organisa-
tions. It appears the circular originated in
this way: here is a copy of it sent to the
secretary of one of the assuciations—

The Usborne Park market gardeners have re-
quested that I write asking you to communieate
with every member of the Legislative Couneil.
on the subject of the Marketing Bill. Our
friends at OUsbhorne FPark are afraid that in
gpite of all the opposition from country mem-
bers, the city representatives may have an
amendment passed, giving control to the City
Council, The following is a List of the mem-
bers of the Legislative Council, and if you
could spare the time to write to each one of
tt&em I have no doubt it would bave a good
effect,

That is written on the Westralian Farmers’
letter paper and stamped with the gen--
eral manager’s name, lividently this letter
originated from the Osborve Park market
gardeners. There was socething peculiar
about the whole of that mecting. As one of
the members for the Provinee I was requested
to attend it, but unfortunntely I could not
go, because 1 was asked by the Governor to
attend a special meeting at Government
House regarding the Boy &cont movement.
But Mr. Millington, M.1.A., member for the
district, attended the meeting and practically
took charge of it. Mr. Millinglon was a
member of the select zomiuittee appointed
to ingnire into the previons Marketing Bill
and was then pronouncedly in favour of
control by the City Council. Yet at the
meeting at Oshorne Park he distinetly urged
thems in favour of the Guovernment taking
control. I am sorry Sir Edward Wittenoom
is nct here for [ wanted 1o show him how
casily he ix gulled, expericneed campaigner
though he be. I have hex o report of that
meeting at Osborne Park published in the
“West Australian”” Tt reuds ss follows:—

Metropolitan Marketing. Oaborne Park and
City Council. There was a large attendance on
Monday night at a special meeting of the
Market Produvcers and Fruit-prowers’ Associa-
tion of Osbhorne Park, held in the Agricultural
Hall, Main-street. The Metropolitan Market-
ing Bill has passed through the Legislative
Aggembly, and the meeting was called tu dis-

cuss the prospects of the measure in the Upper
House. Mr. J. Fortune was in the chair.  An
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interesting feature was that the objects of the
meeting were explained by the chainnan i
English, by Mr. Buzolic in Jugo-$lav, and Ly
Mr, M, Guelfi in Italian.

This is the organisation from which the
circular was issned with a view to influene-
ing every one of the other organisations.
That was the origin of .the ecircular sent
around to those organisations.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They are all vitally in-
terested in marketing.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Un-
doubtedly. I am merely proving the origin
of the cireular sent out by the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. at the institgation of the Os-
borne Parl: producers.

Hon. J. Wicholson: And which members
said influenced them in their opinions.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Un-
doubtedly. Sir Edward Wittenoom and
other members definitely said so. When I
mentioned that throughout the world market-
ing schemes were mostly controlled by muni-
cipalities Mr. (lasheen called attention to
the faet that the Covent Garden market
was an exception. I have here a copy of the
report and evidenee furnished by the select
committee to the Honse. Some valunable
evidence was given by Mr. Jobn Wade, re-
presentative of the Port of Manchester.
This is what he said about Covent Gar-
den—

Covent Garden is rather an extraordinary
conglomeration. It is mot a murket that any
big municipality in England would be priud
of. I would prefer to pay “t a woek for pre-
mises in the Manchester n.acket han to pmy
£5 a week for s<imilar premises at Covent
QGarden.

That is Mr. Wade’s opinion with regard ‘o
Covent Garden.

The PRESIDENT: T ask the hon. mem-
ber to confine his remarks as much as pns-
sible to giving reasons why the Bill should
be referred to a sclect commitiee.

Hon. Sir WILLTAM LATHLAIN: T an.
endeavouring to do so, but I had to draw
attention to the misstatements and the ori-
gin of that particular phase of the yuesiion
which emanated from Qzborne Park, also be-
cause there is evidence recarding the point
raised by Mr. Stewart to emrhasise the fact
that the martkets shonld he similar to those
of Melhourne. Mr. Stewart dealt only with
the question of exnort markets, but what
ix in the minds .of members of the City
Couneil, and in the minds of evervone, is
that the markets shonld he eanducted on ex-
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actly the same lines as ‘those under which
the Melbourne metropolitan markets are
carried on. Mr. Glasheen, as well as Mr.
Stewart, also said that the City of London,
conirolled the whole of the markets within
an area of seven miles of London, with the
exception of Covent Garden. I may point
out that the Covent Garden markets are
carried on under a special charter granted
because of the long period of their existence,
showing thai the English people respe:t
the rights of private ecitizens, Many mis-
statements have been made in regard to the
conduct of markets, and as those statements
bave reflected agninst the City Council, I
am desirons of showing to hon. members
that the City Counecil wonld be just as com-
petent as the Government to deal with the
matter, that in faet the conduct of markets
is a partienlar funetion of the municipal
anthorities. As Mr. Dodd said, by handing
over the eontrol to the Government we ghall
be creating another State trading eoncern,
where those who constifute the trust will
receive emoluments for their serviees. TUnder
the control of the City Couneil no pay-
ments wouald be made to anyone, at least I
take it that that would be the case.

Hon. J. R. Brown: It would swell the
3 per cents,

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: When
the 3 per cents. were under my confrol I
spent less than was spent in Kalgoorlie,
and I would do the same again to-morrow.
With regard to the origin of the circulars
that bave been sent out by the various or-
eanisations, T feel it is only fair that a
select committee should be appointed to in-
vestizate the whole matter.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Tt is a little bit late
for a select eommittee,

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: It is
never too late to mend. The City Council
and members who are supporting the City
Council’s contention are just as sincere and
just as earnest as are the Government, 1n
their desire to see suitahle markets estah-
lished. After all, if the City Council shomd
be fiven control, they wil] be only the land-
lords. T submit the motion for the appoint-
ment of a select committee.

HON. J. M. MAOFARLANE (Metiro-
politan) [9.201: T suppo-t the proposal for
the appointment of a select committea be-
canse I feel that the House has to a great
extent been misled by the correspondence
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that has taken place, correspondence that
has emanated, as has been shown, from one
particular source. An atmosphere has been
created by that correspondence which seems
to indicate that the City Conneil desire to
interfere with marketing arrangements,
That is not the intention at all, and it never
will be the intention and will never receive
my support. I feel satisfied that the
correspondence has created a false impres-
sion amongst some members. I would like
to go further and say that if we take the
markets away from the City Couneil we
shall be doing the ratepayers a wrong. This
kind of thing has been done before. For
instance, in 1935 the tramways of the city
would have reverted to the ratepayers with-
out any cost. Unfortunately the Govern-
ment stepped in and bought the system,
and so deprived the raiepayers of what
would have become their property without
payment. That action on the part of the
(tovernment slso created a disadvantage by
establishing dual control of the roads. In
addition, the Government bave taken away
from the municipal authorities the control
of weights and measures. That control
provided a certain revenue for the muni-
cipality and it meant a slight reduction of
rates. The Government have also taken
awny the traffic fees from the ratepayers.
I was a member of the Pertk Municipal
Council at the time and the Government’s
action concerned the ratepayers to the ex-
tent of 314d. in the pound by way of rates.
On top of all that it is sugzested that an
area should be taken from the centre of the
city and added to those areas that are
already not returning any rates. This area
would consist of six or seven aeres or more
of valuable land somewhere close to ‘the
centre of the city. It must be there for the
establishment of centrally situated markets,
and it is proposed to take it without in any
way contributing to the rates of the eity.
The city will have to give up that area, and
also the services carried on now in connee-
tion with the examination of foodstuffs.
That is where there is likely to be some
clashing between the trust, in the event of
the Government having control of the
markets, and the City Council. I am not
veferring to the examination of fruit, be-
cause that is carried on by the Agrieultural
Department. In the Mayor’s report for
1023 there was a reference to the con-
demnation by the municipal autborities of
3,500 rabbits, whilst fruit and vegetables to
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the number of some thonsauds were also
condemned. I am certain that a conflict
will arise between the trust und the City
Council should the markets he ander Gov-
ernment control. I support the appoint-
ment of a seleet committee because I am
convineed that it will be possible to prove
that the control should he under the muni-
cipality. I do nof think the investigation
would take any great length of time. In
any case, the ratepavers would get a fair
spin and the Bouse would be convinced of
the justice of the claim being made by the
City Couneil,

Hon. A. BURVILL (South-East) [9.25]:
I oppose the appointment of a select com-
mittee. Sir William Lathlain talked about
the similarity of the motions to which
reference has been made and the unanimity
associated with the correspondence placed
before members. The position iz that the
Fruitgrowers' Association had a meeting in
Perth af which there were 55 delegates
representing 23 associations. With a
gathering of that deseription, at which
everyone was of a practically nnanimous
opinion, what else could be expected but
ubanimity? Mr. Glasheen read the letter
in full and it will be found in “Hansard.”
There is therefore no occasion for me fo
quote it. The econference of fruitgrowers
was held in August, 1926, and a sub-
committee was appointed consisting of 12
members representing all these organisa-
tions to go into the matter and present their
views to the Minister for Agriculture. A
report of what took place on that occasion
will also be found in “Bangard” All were
in favour of the Bill as presented, except,
perhaps, that they asked for an additional
representative on the trust. There were, of
course, other organisations that were uot
represented at that particular conference.
A deputation from the poultry ovrganivaiion
waited on certain members of this llon-e
and their case was similar to that set up
by the other assoviations. The camouflage
put up in connection with the Westralian
Farmers so far as the producers are von-
cerned does not carry any weight whatever,
The Westralian Farmers are not altogether
unacquainted with the to-operative move-
ment. There is an affiliation of the c¢o-op-
erative societies in the State and the
headguarters of that society are at the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd,, where the secre-
tary has his office. The Westralian Ferm-
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ers do not eontrol the affiliated associations;
they merely have a eertain number of votes
and &re in the winority. Other in-
dustrial societies are in this co-operation.
That is another reason for the unanimity
amongst the producers. Coming nearer to
Perth, and getting in amongst the other
public bodies, we again find the same
unanimity. In last week’s Press there is a
paragraph dealing with the metropolitan
markets and it refers to the action taken
by the Perth Road Board. I will read this.

Metropolitan Markets.  Action by Perth
Boad Byard. In directing the attention of the
Perth Road Board to the proposal that the
power to establish and control markets in the
metropolitan area should be placed in the
hards of a nou-elected trust, the City Couneil
said it regarded the scheme as a direct attack
on the rights of local governing authorities,
and asked the hoard to suppaert it in its pro-
test againat the measure before Parliament.
Members of the board, at their last meeting,
discussed the matter very fully, and the opin-
_ ion was cxpressed that the markets, althongh
necessarily established within the City of Perth.
boundaries, would serve producers and con-
sumerg from far beyond the actual city limit,
In the circumstances the producers and con-
sumere would be in exactly the same position
as under a nominee board, having no voice in
the election of cily councillors who would con-
trol the markets. It was pointed out that had
the City Council submitted a proposal for the
appointment of an elected board or trust, upon
which producers and consumers would have
been represented, other local governing bodies
wight have given it their support, but their
past cxpericnces had not encouraged a belief
that their interests would be safeguarded if
left entirely to the City Couneil, The attitude
of the eouncil with reference to the sanitary
site at Mount Lawley and the electrieity sup-
ply in the metropolitan area, were referred
to, and finally it was unanimously resolved
‘‘that the board conceives it to be in the best
intercsts of the many producers and consumers
within thig district that the proposed metro-
politan marketa should he controlled by a re-
presentative trust or board.”’ Mr. E, W.
Hamer presided, and every member of the
board was present,

I do not know that I nced say any more in
opposition to the motion of Sir Wilkawmn
Lathlain, The question of the markets has
heen a burning one for over 20 years, and
if the select committee is appointed now it
will merely amount fo one way of shelving
the matter till next session. The City
Council had the opportunity to do some-
thing two years ago, and they did not make
much of a fist of it. I advise hon. members
to vote against the motion for the appoint-
ment of a select committee, ) .

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [9.31]:
I oppose the proposal of Sir William Lath-
lain to refer the Bill to a select committee.
By way of indicating the views of those
who are concerned in this proposition, I
will quote an extract from ome of the nuui-
erous letters I have received from organisa-
tions and private individuals throughout my
province. I do not regard the letter as one
of those to which Sir William Lathlain re-
ferred. The letter I mention contains the
following extraet:—

When the City Couneil formulated a Bill
some time ago no representation whatever was
given the producers——

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: None was asked
for.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : The letter con-
tinues——

-~——The City Council can only be intcrested
in its ratepayers, and may therefore be parochial
in its ideas and conceptions, The Government,
whether Labour, National, or Country Party,
must view matters from a national viewpoint,
and T am requested to ask your support in
assing thig Bill in this present form with the
Eovernment as the controlling factor. I trust,
therefore, you will do your utmost to give ex-
pression to the wishes of the growers and pro-
ducers who, after all, find the eommoditiea
that make such a Bill necessary, and deserve
and are entitled to the fuilest consideration.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you support that
view ¢

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : From the atti-
tode adopted by the City Counneil and those
who have apparently expressed the views
of that body in connection with this ques-
lion, the City Council seem to be concerned
about the loss of municipal rates. I am
more concerned about the satisfactory dis-
posal through the markets of the produce of
our growers, who are far removed from
Perth. I am more concerned with the dis-
tribation of that produce thronghont the
whole State.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: And so are the
City Couneil.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : Tt seems to me
that the City Council are more concerned
abont the opposition that might be ereated
to those who are already condueting war-
kets. .

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: No.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Tt has been sug-
gested that the City Council were afraid
they would lose rates beeavse of the pro-
posals_of the Government. If thé Bill goes
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to & select committee it will mean, as
pointed out by Mr. Burvill, the shelving of
the measure. I know how earnest so many
of the growers are in regard to this ques-
tion. They eonsider this is their one grand
opportunity to get their produce marketed
under one roof. 1 know how materially that
will affect those in whose interests the Bill
has been introduced. I hope the House will
not agree to the appointment of a select
committee.

HON. J. CORNELL (South)} [9.35] :
desire to make my attitude clear on the
‘proposal to send the Bill to a seleet com-
mittee. I have indicated that personally
I am in favour of municipally controlled
markets. We are now at the parting of the
ways. Are we going to get a market con-
trolled either by the mumicipality or by &
Government trust? I fear that if a select
committee be appointed at this stage of the
session, it will be good-bye to the marketq,
municipally or trust controlled.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The time necessary for
the select committee to complete the work
would be 48 hours.

The Honorary Minister: Not at all.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If we do not agree
to the appointment of a seleet committee
and if the Bill is amended and gets out of
the control of {bis House, then again it will
be a case of goodbye markets. I am there-
fore like Mahomet’s coffin; I am hung up
between the heavens and the earth, T have
received many letters of advice from various
people interested in the suhbject. They
favour the markets being controlled by a
trust. The one point, however, upon which
they are mest insistent is that they want
the markets, and urge that T shall not take
any action that will tend to lose the Bill. T
amn going to oppose the appointment of a
select eommiltee at this stage as one step
towards securing the markets.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
{0.37]: Although T am a representative of
the Metropolitan Province, T realise that
the cost of living in this State is abnormally
high, and if we can bring the producers and
consumers together by means of a market,
go much Ehe better will it be for the com-
munity as a whole. I think that on a hody
controlling markets of this deseription, the

" producers as well as the consmmers and the
- 'munieipality should be represented. The
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question of the best way in which the par-
ticular seetions of the community mentioned
ean be represented, could be inquired into
by a seleet committee. Investigations could
be made by the select commiltee in a way
that coald not be done on the floor of the
House, becanse cerfain information has to
be obtained, and therefore I think the com-
mittee could do good work in that diree-
tion. Should the Bill go before a select
committee, I would insist that the producers
be represented as well as the consumers, and
the munieipality. There is another guestion
that should be gone into by the select com-
mittee. Clanse 11 of the Bill sets ¢ut that
the land vested in the trust shall be exempt
from municipal and other rates. There
seems to be some difficulty there. The land
may be exempted from municipal and other

rates, but what about the Federal land
and income tax? That land tax would
be imposed on several acres of land

in the heart of the eity, which would
be necessary for the purposes ol the mar-
ket. We should make certain that we are
not merely jumping from the frying pan
into the fire. We should see that we are
not merely providing that the land shall
be exempted from municipal rates, only to
find that the trust will have to pay a heavy
Federal land tax. Tn my opinion, the trust
would be liable for the payment of that
tax., Then again, provision is made for
varions expenditure, and so on. In the
course of time the market will show a pro-
fit. Where is that profit to go? The com-
mittee should look into that guestion and
we should not allow those profits to go into
the Government coffers.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
will go.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: On the other hand,
the profits should go back into the market,
50 that the producers and the consamers
should reap the advantage. These are three
points that occur to me offhand that the
committee should investigate. It is merely
a question of inquiry and I believe Sir Wil-
liam Lathlain will agree with me when T say
that 48 hours should be sufficient to secure
the completion of the work of the select com-
mittee. T consider that sufficient myself Lo
look into the question and to ascertain the
facts. I will vote for the appointment of
the seleet committee beecanse we should aet
some more information before we proceed
with the Bill.

That is where they
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HON, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[9.41]: T support the views expressed by
Mr. Lovekin. The reasons he advanced in
favour of the appointment of a select eom-
mittee are such that showld appeal to all
hon. members. In examining the views ex-
pressed by those opposed tu the appeintment
of the select committee, the nisunderstand-
ings and misrepresentations that have been
apparent through the course of the second
reading debate still present themhselves. Mr.
Cornell expressed a grave fear that the Bill
would be lost if we referred it to a seleet
committee,

Hon. H. J. Yelland:
tainty fo be loat.

Hoen, J. NICHOLSON: I do not believe
there is any grave fear of that happening.

Hon. J. Cornell: I am sure there is.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: On the other
hand, there is a grave fear that the members
opposed to the appointment of a select com-
mittee will later on regret that they sue-
ceeded in their opposition, for they will find
that they have involved their producer
friends in a very serious loss indeed.

Hon. A. Burvill: We have well considered
the position.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: When Mr. Ham-
ersley spoke he read an extract from a letter
received from a friend. In the course of
that letter it was suggested that in the Bill
introduced in the Assembly two years ago,
no reference was made to the appoiniment
of representaiives of the producers and
others. Apparently it was considered that
the City Council had somz ulterior motive.
Tf an opportunity were given by means of
a seclect committee to inquire inte all the
reasons and explanations, the whole of the
mist eould he cleared awny and members
would thoroughly understand the position.
I ask members to pause and consider another
aspeet. On one hand, if the proposal of
the City Council were given effect to, the
producers as well as the consumers would
receive benefit, beeause the producers and
eonsumers would he brought closer together,
and the arrangement would be more eflec-
tive wunder the control of the City
Council than if a trust were appointed.
It would be more economical, too. If
on the other hand the provision of
# metropolitan markeét were left to a
trust, the Glovernment would have fo
find the whole of the monay for the resomp-
tion of the requisite land snd for the eree-
tion of buildings. This wonld mean that the
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general taxpayers would have to pay for the
market, whereas if the euntrol were left to
the City Couneil, the cost would concern the
ratepayers of the city only.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are the ratepayers
going to do that without getting any com-
pensating advantage?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The work would
be undertaken entirely at the cost of the
City Couneil.

Hon, A. Burvill: Bat then the City Coun-
eil would put the rates on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It has been indi-
cated that whatever was dorne would be done
on a fair and reasonable basis. Those in-
terested would be required to pay only a
reasonable amount of interest and sinking
fund. Mr. Iovekin has pointed out the
probabilities of heavy Federal taxation
from which there may be some exemptiom
with respeet to municipal land, and there-
fore the producers would be in & much bet-
ter position under the City Council than if
they were in the hands of a trust, because
there would also be greater economy.

Hon. A. Burvill: T doult it.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the hon. mem-
ber has any doubt, the only way to solve
it is to agree to an investization by a seleet
committee in order that we might ageertain
exactly what the trouble is. Then we could
seftle the difficulty once and for all. T sug-
gest that it wounld be well worth while to
refer the matter to a select committee on the
distinet understanding thal the report was
presented within a limited time.

Hon. J. Ewing: Within what time?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Say by Tuesday
next,

Hon. A. Burvill:
time.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Nothing is a
waste of {ime when we are seeking to solve
difficulties. Difficulties were made to be sur-
mounted, but when they do arise, a man is
foolish that rushes headlong into them with-
out examining every step, There is wisdom
in making inquiry in this instance; we ecan
make it with benefit to onmelves and arrive
at a wise solution. I hope members will

support the appointment of a select com-
mittee.

It would be a waste of

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [9.50]: T
did not speak on the second reading although
T recognised the importance of the measure.
T support the Bill, and because of that T am
opposed to the appointment of a select eom-
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mittee.  Mr. Lovekin told us that the Bill
could be inuvired into and reported on in 48
wours. L do not think the lion. member meant
that. Mr. Nicholson said g select committee
could repor. hy Tuesday nest. If a seleet
committee did su, the report would be ut-
terly valneless. Lf we were going to inquire
inty the guestion of coutrol by the City Coun-
¢l as agaipst eontrol by a trust, it would
take tha best part of a month, and unless
that time were taken, the report would be
worth nothing. The proposal of the Gov-
ernment to do something in the way of es-
tablishing 2 market is before us. For the
last 20 years the matter has been under con-
sideration. Two sessions ago the member
for Perth (Mr. Mann) introduneed in another
place a motion to establish a market, and it
contained no suggestion of any recognition
for the producers. Now the City Conneil, in
order to get control in their hands, have of-
fered to give the producers two representa-
tives. They did not offer ihe producers any
representation before, but now, when the
Government have shown some earnest in
tke matter and have introdneed a Bill, the
offer is forthcoming from the City Council.
It looks something like a bribe. I suppose
there is no objection to using the word in
that gense.

Yon. J. Nicholson: There has been no
bribe. The City Council bave asked for
their rights.

Hon. J. EWING: 1 think the producer
should look after his own business and in the
disposal of his produce should have a big
say in comjunetion with .epresentatives of
the consumers and of the City Council, a5 is
suggested by the Government. There has
been introduced into the debate an element
which ix not pood, namely that the country
people are against the eity people and the
city people are against the country people.
The ane i undoubtedly dependent upon the
other. Tt i~ useless for anyone to talk rot of
that kind to me. It has been decided by a
large majority of the producers that a Bill
of this description is necessary. Representa-
tions were made to the (overnment and cer-
taln amendments have been yroposed. Those
proposals, together with the proposals of the
Clity Council, ecan be placed clearly hefore
us in Committee. Any attempt to inquire by
select committee in 24 hours, 48 heurs, or even
two weeks ig ridienlons. We must accept the
Rill now or lose it. T prefer to have it, be-
canse the producers want it. ¥ have nothing
against the City Council. In other parts of
the world the municipal anthorities eontrol
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activities of this kind. My, Baxter men-
tioned what happened when he was Honor-
ary Minister, but time after time the City
(‘ouneil have not come up to scratch,

Hon. .\, Lovekin: Are vou prepared to see
tire markets subject to Federa! taxzation
whhoat inguiry !

Hon, J. EWING: I think that question
will be concidered Ly the Qovernment. The
Minister will doubtless be able to give us
an explanation in Committee and, if it is not
satistuctory, the remedy will lie in our own
hands, I appeal to members to vote against
the appointment of a select committee, not
beeanse T represent the South-West Pro-
vinee, which is deeply interested, but because
the producers wish to manage their own
affairs. At this late hour we should not refer
the question to a seleet committee. Sir Wil-
liam Lathlain has to-night proposed his first
select committee, I should bave liked to sup-
port him. If T believed with Mr. Lovekin
and Mr. Nicholson that a select committee
could make full inquiry and report in 24
hours, I would sapport the motion.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It eould be done by
Tuesday.

Hon. J. EWING: If a select commitfee
were appointed its members would read the
Bill throngh and state their opinions, with-
out ealling evidenee at all. It would be im-
possible to ecall evidence in the time men-
tioned by Mr. Lovekin and Mr. Nicholson, A
full inquiry would oecupy at least W month.
The idea of a seleet vommittee meeting nj-
stzirs and bringing in a report without evi-
denee is too ridieulous for words. Mr. Ham-
ersley would not he on the seleet committee
and there would thus be no representative
of the producers.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You could be on it.

Hon. J. EWING: I do not wish to be on
it. T liave made up my mind to vote against
the appointment of a seleet committee. 1
shall vote for the Bill and hope that the
Minister’s explanation in Committes will be
satisfactory. T have never heard anythbing to
ridiculous as the suggeslion that a scleet
eommittee could take evidence and report on
Tuesday. Mr. Lovekin might be able to
give some excellent adviee on the technica!
question of taxation, hut that does not com-
prebend the whole of the Bill and
he conld just as well give his ex-
planation in Committee. Any select com-
mittee appointed shonld inquire into
the whole question and, failing a thor-
ongh inquiry, it wonld be better to have
none at all. I, as a representative of the
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producers, am not prepared to agree to time
being wasted and possibly the Bill being
lost, which would be a calamity to my dis-
triet.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East) [9.58]: I
thought suflicient had been said on this
matter during the second reading. I should
have liked to see the question put to the
vote without further discussion. Howevor,
I have been acensed of misrepresentation
by the mover of the motion, and while I
feel it was quite beside the question of ap-
pointing a select committee fo traverse that
ground, since it has hcen covered, it is
doubtless within my provinee to follow hin:.
I do not withdraw one word of what I said
on the second reading. I can substantiate
every word I said. I have been aceused of
stating that the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
were not associated with the Producers’
Markets. Tn the sense in which the term
was applied, that the Westralian Farmers
were the eontrolling body of the Producers’
Markets, let me say they are not associated
at all. Of that there has been ample pront.
Sir William Lathlain this evening has tried
to camouflage the real position. He has told
us that the Producers’ markets consisted of
500 ghares held by the Westralian Farmers
Ltd., and two or three other names were
indicated of people whe held one share each.
The hon. member also said that 4,500 shares
had been issued. 1 would like to know to
whom the others have been issued.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: They are held
by the Producers’ Markets.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: That means that
a confrolling interest is not held by the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. I ask, from what
quarter has there been misrepresentation?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is there snything
about that in the Bill?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I was only fol-
lowing up the aceusations that have heen
made. There has been reference to the
origin of the objection to the Perth City
(‘onneil havine control, and to the cirenlar-
i<ation of varions bodies in the conntry. T
have taken no motice of these cirenlar let-
ters. bnt I have taken notire of the hundreds
of individuals I have met in my travels
around the eountry. If Sir William YLath-
lain would get inte touch with the pro-
ducers he wonld see that thev do not want
to have anything to do with the Perth City
Couneil.
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Hon. A. Burvill: Quite right.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Surely no objec-
tion can be raised to the central orgenisa-
tion sending out information to the branches.
What the producers want is a fair deal, and
their representatives in Parliament shonld
see to it that the Bill is framed in aceord-
ance with their wishes. That is the only

way in which the information can be
distributed. Because of the accusations
that have been levelled, against the

organisations concerned I have discarded
their views altogether, and have taken the
trouble to approach individmal produocers
themselves. With one exception, and that is
the case of a man who is “always against
the Government,” everyone said he was op-
posed to the Perth City Couneil having con-
trol. With one voice they said, "Let us
have city markets but let us have them us
they are provided for in the Bill, with one
or two slight amendments.” I hope the
Bill will not be subjected to the delay that
will be neeessary if it is referred to a select
committee. 1 feel like Mr. Cornell, that
if this step is taken it will be good-bye to
the measure. 'We should recognise the wishes
of the producers, and pass the Bill for their
benefit. I have no desire to traverse the '
groond I covered in my previons speech.
No Bill has ever heen brought before the
House, desizned to benefit the produeers,
in which there has been greater unenimity
of opinion and greater spontaneity of
agreement amongst the producers than is
the case with this Bill, and oppesition to
control by the Perth City Council.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. J.
W. Hickey—Central) [10.4]: I mmust op-
pose this “knock-out” amendment moved by
Sir William Tathlain. The Government
went to a great deal of trouble in prepar-
ing the Bill. Tt is the result of practically
20 years of agitstion for these markets.
The motion is characteristic of the proeras-
tination that has heen evidenced by the
Perth City Council on this question. One
har only to review the history of the agita-
tion and to o through the file to realise

this. Tf is a pity Sir William Lathlain did
not go throngh the file as I did.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: T lived
throuch it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Had he
gone through the file more carefully he
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would not have moved as he has done.

Esecy encouragement has been given to the
Perth City Council by suceessive Govern-
ments, Premiers, and Ministers for Agri-
culture to provide their own markets. This
Government have introduced the Bill and we
are within kicking distance of getting some-
thing. Again, metropolitan members with
one voice have attempted to knock it out.
1t seems that history is repeating itself.
There have been big undertakings in other
countries, and on many occasions the cup
has been dashed from the lips of those who
were about to have their wishes earried oul.
History is repeating itself so far as the
Perth City Counecil is concerned. When we
have the opportunity to establish these mar-
kets, the cup is about to be dashed to the
ground, and smashed to fragments by thase
very gentlemen who most loudly raised their
voices in agitation for the market. I hope
the Bill will not be lost, for in Committee
any points that require to e dealt with can
be reviewed. If the Bill is referred to a
select committee it is idle to expeet a report
within 24 hours.

Hon. J. Ewing: It would not be worth
much,

-The HONORARY MINISTER: It is a
reflection npon the Legislative Couneil to
refer it to a select committee. Surely this
Chamber is capable of dealing with the Bill
itself, and it should not be sent wpstairs in
the care of three or four members, who will
frame a report and tell us what to do. How
can they get into toueh with the producers
and those concerned in the time at their
dispesal. Tt cannot be done. The hoa.
member has spoken about the money for
the onerations of the Perth City Couneil.
We all know the resnlt of a recent vefer-
endum that was taken in the e¢ity when the
ratenavers tnrned down the proposal of the
City Conneil. A referendum wonld have
to he taken in this case, and perhaps the
ratenavers would decline to allow the City
Conneil to raise the monev. The Govern-
ment are standinr hehind the Bill. and if
anvone shonld complain, they should. The
hon. member wonld be well advised to with-
draw hiz motion.

FON. STR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
{ Metronolitan-Suburban—in reply) [10.10}:
The Honorary Minister refers to this as a
“knock-out” motion. No ome is more
desirous of having markets than I am. I
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have perhaps given more time and considera-
tion to the Bill than any member of this
Chamber. To say that the Perth City Coun-
cil have not availed themselves of their ap-
portunities is not to state the facts. The
Labour Government took in hand the gues-
tion of establishing markets. They secured
the land, but it is still there, and will be
used tor another purpese. It would have
been futile for the City Council to under-
take the construction of markets, seeing that
the Government would not say whether they
intended to go on with them or not. Some
time ago the City Couneil prepared at their
own expense, and presented to Parliament, a
Bill which was ignominiously thrown out be-
cause certain members could not agree to
one or two of its clauses. No consideration
was given to it. It was an insult to the
City Couneil that the Government of the
day allowed the Bill to be thrown out with-
out consideration. It has been stated that
if the Perth City Council confrolled this
business the Bill would be amended to give
them power to borrow the necessary money
without reference to the ratepayers. That
statement was clearly made. Some time ago
s deputation representing the sellers waited
upon members in one of the ante-rooms.
Mr. Hiarcourt Harper, who is secretary to
the Producers’ Association, said he did not
care who controlled the markets so long as
they got them. He did not mind whether
the eontrol was in the hands of the City
Counecil or the Government.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Mr. Fortune said
the same thing.

Hon. Sir WILLTAM LATHLAIN: Ye=r,
and so did others. They also said that as
sellers they were entitled to some representa-
tion on the board. The Perth City Council
had stated their willingness to give two seats
to the producers, and suggestions were also
made that hoth the scllers and the consumers
should be represented.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: The pouliry peo-
ple said the same thing.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLATIN: Yes.
Mr. Burvill referred to the cppasition of the
Perth Road Board. Those who know the
historv of that opposition will anderstand
why the Perth Road Board do not want City
Council control. Tt arises from the fact
that the Perth sanitary site, owing to the
necligence of the (Government in not pro-
ceeding with the sewerage scheme, is in the
Northk Perth area. Tt is reqonired that it
should be removed, and this is a sore point
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between the two bodies. There is only one
question to decide, and that is as to who
will be the best landlord. On behalf of
the Perth City Council I am prepared to
accept the Bill with one or two slight
amendments.

Hon. J. Cornell: T am concerned about
the market,

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Mem-
bers representing country districts often
speak about the need for railways. A con-
giderable sum will be required for these
markets, but that would go a long way to-
wards buoilding a line of railway such as is
required in the country. I hope the motion
for the appointment of a select committee
will be carried. It would lead to a proper
decision as to who should euntrol the mar-
kets. The Perth City Council, in their desire
to have control, are only following in the
footsteps of other capital cities of Australia
and the principal ecities in England. There
is one important factor that will lessen the
cost to the producer. Under City Couneil
control the board would work in an honorary
capacity. TUnder Government control mem-
bers of the board will probably be well paid,
and this will naturally lead to a considerable
increase in the cost of running the concern.
Boards of that deseription are more inclined
to construct elaborate buildings, sueh as
would not yet be necessary, than would be
the case with the Perth City Council. I give
place to no ome in my desire for markets.
If the committee is appointed there will he
only the one question to be considered, that
of the landlord. The Bill provides the nue-
lens of everything that is rennired. no matter
who controls the market. The evidence the
eommittee will be able to bring forward will
undoubtedly convinee the House that the
Perth City Council are the vight people to
control the markets. I hone, therefore, that
the House will refer the Bill to a select com-
mittee.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. .. e 7
Noes 16
Majority against .. 9

Aves.
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon. J. Nicholson

Hnao. &. Potter
Hon, 8ir W, Lathlain
{Teller)

Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. A. Lovekin
Hon. J, M. Macfarlane

2569
NoEgs.
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon, 3. A. Kempton
Hon. A. Burvill Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, W. J. Mann
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. H. Rosge
Hon. B. H. Gray Hon, H. Stewart
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon, H. J. Yellnnd
Hon, J. W. Hickey Hon. W. T. Glasheen
(Tellor.)
L
Pam.
AYR, No.
Hon. H. Seddon Hon. C. F. Baxter

Question thus negatived.

In Commsttee,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bnll

Clause 1—agreed to.
Pregress reported.

House adjourned at 10.22 p.m.

Regislative Hsscmbly,
Wednesday, 1st December, 1926.

Quentlons : Rallways, Rnrmonppin statlonm.uter 2580
Mental Homes. letislation . 2570
ftate Tntel, RBrnee Roek .. 2570

Government. Rysiness, precedenm 2570

Bllla: Land Aet Amvndmrnt ir. 2572

Health Act Amendment, 1R, .. 257

Wire and Wire Netting, returned

State Tnsuzance, returned

Government Railwn)! Act Amendment 2n.,
Com. o ORT2

Drird F‘mm\ Tom.

Cnal Mines Reglntion Act (‘nnmil nlle.smze

Welghts nnd Meazures Art Amcndmcnr (‘Oum'll s
Megenee 2588

Pollee Act. Amendment. k.

Take Brown. Bullfinch Rallway, 23 Com. Report

Public Works At Amendmunt %r, .. 2602

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, BURRA-
COPPIN STATION-MASTER.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has he received a petition
from the Buarracoppin settlers requesting
that a station-master be appointed at that



